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A’i-G  CHARACTER  of  Dr  Sini'T. 

DP^  Jornthii’i  Swift  nrt:^ine«J  :i 
vci’v  hi^l)  reput:iri(Mi  ain.uigll 
ins  coy^ien'jpotarics  ;  aiKl  liis  wriiin|,^s 
vvlii  defccnJ  is*  triairph  tn  a  iiiltant 
poilerity.  The  tim';s  in  whicii  he 
lived  were  favourable  to  iiterature  ; 
and  men  of  rank  thouuht  ii  an  ho- 

cv 

nour  to  riffociate  with  t!ic  propn^.itors 
of  fciencc,  and  with  the  poiivlfirs  of 
wit  and  learniuf^.  'I'lns  i.diiion, 
which  is  revt.ried  in  the  prefent  ago, 
when  D^iirlcs  arc  every  thirr^,  and 
wl'ien  letters  arc  netdecleJ,  w  is  moil 
propitious  to  Ur  Swift.  i’ue  i.iciiiic 
with  whicii  it  allowed  him  to  mix 
th.  with  the  great,  advanced  his  fortune; 
led/  and  he  was  able  lo  cultivate  ins  ta- 
culcies  at  tafe,  and  to  indulge  ins  j)ro- 
l<?c(it}ii  nenfities  and  limnonr. 

^  he  the. 15^1:  his  natnie  dhl  not  difpofe  him 
rtiul  happy  ;  and  during  the  greateft 
of  his  life  lie  was  in  the  expev^  t- 
“  hhaVno  of  being  ^  bdliop- 

"'inted  fck  in  EngUnJ.  ills  nobL’  friends, 
^-^,000  were  not  altogether  certain 

hic  his  headlnei'^ :  they  did  not  with 

^  After  p  he  under  the  near  iiiipCsflion  cn 
progr^oo  accurate  an  oVilerver  ;  and  they 
^^i^h'cre  fenfihlc  tiiat  his  ddcretioa  and 


prudence  were  not  fufiicicnt  to  rc- 
llrain  his  diipofition  to  nuun-ienefs 
and  failre.  'Piiey  piid  Ifm  aecDr- 
tunglv  a  ce r c iuc ii I k Vij s  iacicrejiec  ;  anti 
[  v/iieii  they  cOiiKdted  him  li\ 

I  they  gcn:ral!y  gave  wan  Ig  afiecla- 
I  tioj)  j  iieir  fe.ii*  of  liim  w.ts  area- 
ter  thanthelr  refp>xd,  and  ih.eii  aLicn- 
tion  more  tlnia  tlivir  fincwiir).  Me 
was  olten  a  dupe  to  the  lu)  ilei  1'g.s 
licy  of  Loici  Oxford,  and  ofun  oM 
fenlive  to  ;he  ollentalious  vani*y  vX 
Lord  Piol-iigbr  kc. 
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/rci.d)!:  and 

L'Xihlbme.  d'lie  delonniiies  <.f  hii- 
nian  life  fixed  Ins  notice  ;  and  iic  is 
never  jo  fupreiuely  happv  as  in  d.- 
gnuling  live  inuinits  .ind  onip!o\- 
fv>euts  of  ipankind.  Yet  v.iih  this 
fadldious  elevation,  he  couiJ  himp.lf 
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defcend  to  the  mod  trifling  occupa¬ 
tions,  and  find  a  pleafiiig  pailinie  in 
puns,  obfcenity,  and  folly. 

The  mind  ot  S\^itt  was  totally  def* 
titute  of  that  quality  which  we  deno¬ 
minate  talfe.  His  occupations  were 
often  fo  mean  and  trilling  as  to  be  be¬ 
low  contempt.  And  this,  not  be- 
caufc  his  underftanding  was  not  vigo¬ 
rous  and  decifive  ;  not  becaufc  he 
was  not  capable  of  the  greated  af¬ 
fairs,  or  the  mod  unremitted  attention : 
biu  becaufe  he  had  abfolutely  no  fa¬ 
culty  to  didinguidi  between  that  which 
is  beautiful  and  that  which  is  de¬ 
formed;  between  that  wiiich  is  elegant 
and  that  which  is  fqnalid,  loathfome, 
and  dtudable.  A  remarkable  in- 
dance  of  the  triflingnefs  and  infipidi- 
ty  ef  the  mind  of  Dr  Swdft,  we  have 
in  our  opinion,  In  thofe  two  celebra¬ 
ted  performances,  the  Polite  Conver-* 
fation,  and  the  Diredloas  to  Ser¬ 
vants,  The  idea  upon  which  they 
are  founded  may  be  ludicrous  en<mgh 
for  an  extempore  piece  of  gaiety  ;  but 
we  cannot  help  feeling  a  fpecies  of 
contemj)t  for  the  mind,  that  turns  it 
over  from  day  to  day,  and  fwells  it 
into  volumes.  If  fuch  be  our  opi¬ 
nion  of  great  originals,  the  reader 
wall  eafiiy  colieeff  w'hat  honours  w’e 
think  10  be  due  to  their  humble  imi¬ 
tators. 

Though  neither  his  temper  nor  his 
Jiabits  dilpofed  him  to  gallantry,  his 
fuccefs  wMth  the  fex  was  uncommon. 
Mil's  Either  Vanhomrigh,  w^hile 
young,  rich,  and  beautiful,  made  him 
the  Oder  of  her  hand  ;  and  what  is 
remarkable,  continued  to  love  him 
after  he  had  rdufed  it.  Her  fond- 
nefs,  however,  though  it  may  have 
flattered  his  vanity,  did  not  increafe 
lifs  attachment  ;  and  he  appears  to 
have  been  infpired  with  a  greater  ten- 
dernefs  for  Stella*.  In  h  is  treats 
meat,  notwdthllanding,  of  both,  lie 
difeovered  the  uniform  feverity  of  his 
temperament.  The  former  fell  a  vic- 

*  Mrs  John  Ton. 


tlm  to  his  negledl  ;  and  when  he 
married  the  latter,  he  did  not  permit 
her  to  take  his  name.  He  was  am¬ 
bitious  that  it  Ihould  be  underftood, 
that  he  never  coiiverfcd  with  lier,  but 
in  the  company  of  a  third  perfon. 
There  is  doubtlefs  a  great  mixture  of 
caprice  in  the  female  chara^fer  ;  and 
to  this  principle  we  muft  impute  the 
love  which  thefe  unfortunate  ladies 
conceived  of  a  man,  w’ho  had  fo  little 
of  the  fottnefs  and  delicacy  which  in, 
general,  are  fo  fcducing  to  women  of 
fentiment  and  condition. 

His  compofitions  a^'e  various  and 
of  high  merit ;  his  wit  is  pointed  ; 
his  expreQions  are  nervous  ;  and  his 
dlJlion  is  natural.  But  perhaps  there 
is  too  little  variety  in  his  manner; 
for  it  fatigues,  noiwithdanding  his 
perfpicuity.  We  wdlh  tor  fomething 
of  dignity,  declamation,  arid  orna- 
mant  to  lupport  the  attention.  lie 
I  never  rifes  into  the  pathetic  ;  and  is 
perpetually  addreliing  himfcif  to  the 
underitanding.  lie  never  furprizes 
with  any  ftrokes  of  eloquence.  He 
defpifes  every  figure  of  fpcech,  and  is 
an  enemy,  to  rhetorical  arts.  He 
difregards  too  much  his  reader  to  in¬ 
terrupt  for  one  moment  his  drynels 
and  aufterity. 

To  the  learned  languages,  and  to 
the  knowledge  of  antiquity  he  had 
applied  inienftly  for  a  courfe  of  many 
years  ;  and  that,  at  a  time  of  life 
when  the  powers  of  his  mind  had  arri¬ 
ved  at  full  maturity.  But,  if  we  ex¬ 
cept  politics,  there  was  no  fcience 
in  which  he  was  an  eminent  profi- 
ciant.  He  has  produced,  according* 
ly,  no  great  and  fyllematic  work  ; 
and  of  his  poliiical  trads,  it  is  fit  to 
oblerve,  that  they  were  calculated 
ciiieHy  for  the  times  in  which  they 
were  written,  and  were  vehicles  of 
fad  ion. 

As  a  political  WTiter,  however,  he 
(hone  unrivalled  in  the  age  in  wdiich 
he  lived.  Other  politicians  might 
excell  him  in  that  which  he  avoided, 
figurative  didion,  and  what  the  hei  d 
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rf  critics  call  elegant  compofition. 
]>iit  in  peifpicuity  and  energy,  he 
was  not  lurpalFed  even  by  boling- 
broke  ;  wliile  with  thele  qualities  he 
united  the  humour  of  Arbuthnot 
and  the  lirnplicity  of  Gay.  His  Dra- 
pier’s  Letters,  above  all  his  other 
works,  entitle  him  to  this  praife. 
The  lucc<Lrs  of  thefe  letters  were 
equal  to  their  merit.  No  political 
publication  was  e;er  read  with  fuch 
avidity,  except  perhapst  he  Letters  of 
Junius,  and  none,  rhefe  not  excepted, 
ever  produced  Inch  etie(5ls. 

To  hill;orical  cornpofitlon  his  ta¬ 
lents  were  not  Inited.  The  rticrt  en¬ 
quiries  he  has  made  into  the  older 
periods  ot  the  Englilh  Ib^ry  are  with¬ 
out  exacrncfs  or  dignity  ;  and  his 
hiilory  of  tl.e  four  lall  years  of 
Q  ueen  Anne,  if  compared  w’ith  the 
iiiitoric  produclicjns  oi'  the  prefent 
atre,  mult  be  contented  to  rank  as  a 
pamphlet,  or  a  petty  narrative  or  de¬ 


tail  of  affairs.  The  real  and  impor¬ 
tant  objects  of  hiitorv,  impartiality 
and  difpalilon,  a  narration  in  wifich 
there  are  order,  gi accluin^fs,  eleva¬ 
tion,  and  chaiailir,  were  attain¬ 
ments  which  he  could  not  reach. 


His  verfe,  like  ids  profe,  is  remark¬ 
able  for  fuTjplicity  artd  corre;?inels, 
But  his  poetical  tc^pics,  while  they 
are  feldom  interciViug,  arc  too  (dten 
trifling  aTid  irideceiit.  tiov  do  his 
works  exhibit  any  one  poem  winch 
for  its  co.iduft,  iiiveniton,  or  extent, 
deferves  any  confiderable  piMife.  It 
appears,  that  to  him,  poetry  wa^  an 
amufement  in  which  iie  had  n  >  <n!ie:* 
dtfign  than  to  beguile  th.e  pullrg 
jiour,  or  to  induige  the  prefent 
and  ruling  appetite.  His  venls 
therefore  niaikhis  peculiarities,  and 
may  be  read  once  with  pleaiurc  and 
curioficy.  Bur  they  ccu.ftr  not  the 
fame  and  immortaliry  vv.hich  accom¬ 
pany  the  happy  fi'ghts  of  the  tragic 
or  the  epic  inufic. 

In  hlsepirtolary  correfpnndence  he  is 
at  his  cafe,  ai.d  writes  w  ithout  afFection 
or  hypticrify,  which,  It  mult  be  own¬ 


ed,  is  the  perfetflion  of  this  fpccies  of 
writing.  But  his  letters,  conudered 
merely  as  compolitions,  are  certainly, 
alter  all,  interior,  in  fome  rcfpe^ls,  to 
thofe  of  Bolingbroke  or  Pope.  They 
want  tlie  polite  urbanity,  and  the 
dovving  harmony  of  the  former;  and 
w^hile  they  attain  not  the  fuavity  of 
the  latter,  they  abound  nor  fo  mucii 
with  jull  and  ingenious  fentiments. 

When  he  ceafed  to  b*  a  tory,  and, 
cured  of  ambition,  turned  his  cares 
towards  Ireland,  he  appears  in  his 
taireil  light.  Plis  public  fervices  to 
that  country,  of  which  he  yet  defu  ed 
not  to  be  thought  a  native,  were  in  a 
itile  ot  true  patriotifm.  He  iiuitleJ 
himfeit  to  the  thanks  of  a  generous 
nation  ;  and  his  memory  is  Itill  reve¬ 
red  hy  it  in  the  greatell  degree. 

Trom  fome  paifages  in  the  tale  cf 
a  tub,  which  is  the  mod  origmal,  hut 
at  the  fame  time  the  moil  imecpial  of 
all  his  pieces,  ic  has  been  conj.’dured, 
that  his  religious  fentiments  were 
loofe  and  improper.  It  is,  luAvcvcr, 
to  be  remarked  that  he  was  not  only 
warm  but  zealous  for  the  cluirdi, 
that  his  deteltation  of  inilJcls  was 


llrong  and  loud,  and  that  lie  is  to  be 


ranked  among  the  him  b(. Hovers  in 
chrillianity.  The  powers  ol  Ids  pen 
were  fon. dimes  exercifed  agaliill 
'rindal  and  'robinJ  ;  and  in  this  arc 
cf  iicenlioiiiVefs  and  iiiiidc!i»y,  1: 
were  to  be  wilhcJ,  that  the  more  dig- 
nihed  clergy  were  equally  a.hive  'o 
promote  lire  caiife  of  religion,  and 
equally  gratelul  for  the  emoluments 
thev  receive  in  its  fervice. 


1 


The  literary  portrait  ofDrS’ifc 
is  dillingu’lhed  from  that  of  abr.olf 
every  other  w  riter,  by  a  remark  i  de 
feature.  He  eir.ploycd  none  ol  lUofe 
arts,  by  which  all  authors  of  an  Infc- 
l  ior  clafs,  and  fome  wbv  fe  produc¬ 
tions  might  want  fuci.  mer'  t;  ic  ivuis 
fecoinuiendatious,  mdeav'  t(*  fix 
rlie  regard  of  thiirc  ntemp  .r, 

If  w'e  except  I’le  B.rib  •  :  1:  .mic 

ol  t*'e  earb'T  a  '  •  *  •  ... 

which  H  dvp'-  -  i  n 
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charge  of  piaglarifm,  in  his  other  i 
works  he  is  not  anxious  to  foothe 
his  readers  by  apology  or  fubmilFion. 
Neither  docs  he  appear  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  future  times,  with  that  defire 
and  contidence  of  fatne,  which  iifual- 
ly  accompaiiies  and  invigorates  great 
priwers  of  mind.  His  pen  was  devo¬ 
ted  to  the  fervice  of  his  party,  and 
to  the  gratification  of  h's  humour, 
which  ihifluateJ  between  malevolence 
and  levity.  On  one  occation  indeed 
patriotilai  and  reafon  brightened  the 
gloom  of  his  temper,  but  fiiil  the 
great  motives  by  which  other  men 
are  ftimulated  to  mental  exertions, 
had  little  inducnce  upon  him,  and  the 
iafue  difdainful  diipofuion,  which  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  offcririg  incenfe  to 
individuals,  forbade  him  to  court  the 
apphuifes  either  of  the  prefeiit  or  fu¬ 
ture  generalicns.  ' 

k  is  known  of  Dr  Swift,  that  he 
was  p^rfimonious ;  but  he  took  a  plea- 
furc  in  exerting  his  Cimftquence  to 
ferve  his  triends,  in  his  affreiAtes  he 
required  fervility  and  fubmiirion. — 
Ills  diefaces  he  promulgated  with  the 
force  of  legal  authority  ;  and  he  de¬ 
lighted  in  adulation  and  iiaitery.  But 
thnugii  his  arrogance  was  often  plea- 
led  and  t’xerclfed,  Ills  delliny  dil}:ofed 
him  to  CxOinplaints  and  inleJicity.  Dlf- 
appoialuicnts,  ai'perlty  of  temper,  and 
the  ihiicnnjfs  of  pride  preyed  by  de¬ 
gree  s  upon  his  inreilecls,  and  deftroy- 
ed  them.  After  engaging  the  admi¬ 
ration  ,of  his  com  pal  riots,  he  became 
a  melandioly  fubjefl  of  their  pity, 
'and  died  an  inllruifVive  inllance  of 
the  vaiiiry  of  human  exceiicnee  and 
ambition. 

IRISH  POLITICS, 

The  public  has  of  late  beheld 
the  Bilhop  of  Derry  making  a 
yerv  remarkable  appearance  for  a 
prelate  of  thefe  days,  as  a  prompter 
of  popular  exertions  in  Ireland.  It 
will  therefore  be  a  confiderable  gra¬ 


tification  of  political  and  hi»'>grr»plu- 
cal  curiofity  to  perufe  a  ciu'refpon- 
dence  which  took  place  about  four 
years  ago,  between  his  Lordlh'p  and 
Mr  Bofvvell,  concerning  an  union  of 
Ireland  w’ith  England,  and  the  iVite 
^of  the  dry  of  Edinburgh  as  relative 
to  that  iubject.  , 

r/^*  Bilhop  or  DERRY  /o  JAMES 
BOSWELL,  A/y; 

Portpatrichy  Nov,  19.  1779. 

Dear  Sir^ 

I  AM  certain  it  is  imneccfiary  to 
annh’^gize  to  you  for  any  trouble  one 
takes  the  liberty  of  giving  you,  whfre 
the  iuttrelf  of  a  nation  is  concerned  ; 

I  lhall  therefore  wave  all  ceremony  of 
that  fort,  as  noon  an  exchincte  of 
circumifances  1  hope  you  would  do 
with  me,  and  open  tnc  purport  cf  my 
letter. 

The  inhabitants  of  Dublin  are  vio¬ 
lent  againd  an  union  witn  Ene:lanJ. 
'Bhe  red  of  Irelaiu!  are,  piu’h.qis,  as 
warmly  for  it.  As  i  am  certain  rh^t 
Dublin  could  not  be  a  i^reat  tud'erer 
where  the  red  of  the  naricui  arc  great 
gainers,  and  that  Edinbuiyji  is  a  cafe 
m  point,  I  Ihouid  be  uuicii  obliged  10 
YOU,  if  von  would  be  kind  enough  to 
afceriaiii  ior  me  what  the  prefent 
number  of  hoiifes  may  be  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  what  it  was  at  the  time 
!  ot  the  union  :  it  may  p^>{rit>ly  not  be 
any  great  trouble  to  afeertain  from 
thence  what  tne  value  of  land  was 
before  the  buildinj^s,  and  what  fince. 
Is  it  eafy  will*  you  to  afeert  in  the 
nurr»ber  cf  inhabirants  from  parochial 
rc'jiilers  ?  If  it  be,  i  iliould  be  vtrv 
thankful  for  tijat  too,  and  aifo  for 
one  or  two  enochas  in  the  orof-refs  of 
your  pi'pnlations.  Excuic  all  this, 
my  dear  Sir,  in  one  who  has  every 
engine  at  wunk  that  can  throw  ligiit 
and  information  on  a  deluded  people, 
and  who,  from  his  kno\vledvi[e  of  vour 
temper  and  purfuits,  is  perfuaded  of 
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vour  wiTiies  to  co-operate  in  fo  be¬ 
neficial  a  caiife.  I  am,  S’r, 

Wich  the  true  ft  rc^^ard, 

Your  very  faithful 
And  afFeaionate  IVrvart, 


know,  has  loft  her  fpirlr,  I  mav  fav, 
her  cxillence  ;  for  !he  is  ahfoihcd  in 
her  great  and  v*ch  filler  k?n);doin. 
l>ut  lure  I  am,  ridiiiburgh  has  been 
grlevonlly  nipped  in  its^  I’lowth,  bv 


To  James  Bofwell; I'iq; 


rni-  Bishop  Or  Ijip.ay.  deprivlni;  us  of  our  parliament,  and 


iLdinburgh. 


JAMES  BOSWELL,  Ef^i;  to  E. 
BISHOP  of  DEERY. 


EJlnhurgh^  15 /A 
My  Lordy 


1779 


all  iis  coi.comiiant  foftering  influ¬ 
ence  ;  li>  liiat  we  are  n<^\v  placed 

**  1  c*r  froiTi  the  tun  aiul  liiinincr'i 

I  endeavoured  to  obey  your  Lord- 
flup’s  conun. ind:.,  in  pr.>rii!lin'  i«»r 
y‘.a  a  co'iU;.araiivc  iliteo!  tlie  r.um- 
l)er  o!  houic*.  in  E  linimrjh  now,  ani 
at  the  tunc  oi  liie  Difmn.  Biii  1  iind 


I  AM  afraul  your  Lordirup  and  I  j  that  rlicre  are  no  e  fs-roHs  preferved 
diftet'  as  much  in  liilh  poiiiics,  as  [  j  In  old  as  the  rime  ol  the  Union.  "I’iny 
iouad  from  your  l^^irJliiip’s  conver-  j  were  carried  to  the  caille  in 
fat'on  in  i^onden  laft  auturan,  we  ;  -^ud  lr.lt,  or  m:llaid,  or  dellroyeJ,  it 
diiFer  in  Amerlcati  rcfitics  :  as  I  ne-  1  i^*  known  how.  I  believe  the 

ver  could  believe  tlu*  minillerial  pro-  ,  lioiifes  in  Edinburgh  remained  pteUy 
ptdilion,  that  a  iru'iori'y  of  om  fei-  i  nnich  the  fame  Iron.i  the  time  oi  the 
low-iid^jrafts  on  the  other  fide  of  ilie  I  kbuon  till  within  uv’  own  rcmc.n- 
Arj.mlic  would  cluife  to  have  ihcir  j  lirance.  There  Iia.'*  hern,  indc-d,  a 
property  ai  .the  mercy  of  'lie  ivp.e-  1  trv^at  rn.iny  new  ones  bnilt  wuhin 
feutalives  nf  the  Kirp's  l!;b;t(^A  in  1  tiiife  twelve  or  fiitj^m  years,  owi-g 
li.is  ill. Uhl,  nei'h.cr  C’lii  i  iielieve  rh.it  '  partly  to  loino  mdir.  m  v.eahh.,  a.'il 
all  Ireland,  Idulfiiu.  c-xceutrcl,  would  |  j>:n'lly  to  ffi.at  cxuli  r.-nre  <1  ji.^x.r 
be  for  an  union  with  (.Beat  Britam.  '  credit,  which  at  !e:p;t!i  pr.^ved  fo  la- 
Wl.cn  I  was  in  Irefincl  ttn  years  a-  j  fal  r>  ’.ius  couu'ry.  i-i  alciibe  f(» 


go,  It  very  lenlible  man  adurciiing  1  T  liUiu  lucli  i:r:.'i  ov-.m.ciils  a* 
himleif  to  me  as  a  bcotcliman,  laid,  1  woiibl  Iihvc  hap.-eaed  wi'vlai'it  i",  is 
vVe  are  bad  cuou  ji  in  this  conn-  ■  an  eiitimliafm  no  h  :  hiui.ii.d  i  !wu 

try  ;  but,  thank  Cod,  we  a  c  not  fo  !  th  it  of  a  v'orihy  oio  a  JavO.I.itn 

bad  as  YOU  are.  We  iiave  il’.li  our  ’  aunt  of  mln<',  w’-i.>  l  -i.},  “  rlu jrul 
O’vvn  pai  liaineni I'ltc  lu'bic  e\cr-  j  hcc.i  no  hl.^CK  c<’'c«v  in  Ann.i.id.tlc 
tioils  of  rh.e  Irllii  tlu^  winter  fulfici-  1  flncc  ila:  Revolu;  >  u.-’ 


ently  coiifirin  tlie  remark.  )  Let  us,  my  ^anai,  uj  fatisficd  to 

i\t  auv  laiic,  my  Lortl,  I  c^mui't  |  live  on  go. -d  ana  terms  with 

help  bein'g  very  ciearlv  ot  opuv.on,  |  our  lov^reigr.  s  pei'p  c  of  li'elau  l,  as 

that  the  cmfita!  of  frclmd  \v.;uid  fiit-  |  we  might  iiavc  done  with  our  f')vc- 


ler  faJly  by  iiii  uiiion.  \V  i.tilitr  j  rtign’s  pcoj  le  of  Air 

Scotland  has  b'.’c;i  b-aclitsJ  by  oar  |  b.nii  ailow.d  to  Li.joy  //A,-  ii.r.ba- 

union  with  i'.i.aiaiid  is  to  irit  a  p'o-  nicms  or  aih-Tiitilat,  .u  Irci.i.'d  ri;- 


blcmatical  iiueii-on,  depending  upim  joys  /rrb,  and  ii>lie.id  ot  railing  th^ 
a  Variety  ol  irupuries  and  probaiiiii-  Irilii  '■*  a  delude.!  ncoy,.  /  an  I  at¬ 
tics.  As  Sir  Cjcorge  Savillc  laid,  tempting  to  gralp  m  “ur  i  aw.s, 

vvliC^n  WeddcihuiTie  bviaited  cd  wliat  let  us  admue  tiieii  .j/.i.t.  i\ 


wijcn  Weddcihurne  bviaited  cd  wliat  |  let  us  admue  tiieii  .j/.i.t.  i\  •ivOiv.i- 
he  had  gained  by  his  rerurn  to  the  j  man  might  preach  an  union  lo  tliem, 
court  P‘U'ty  — “  This  Iloule  kno^.vs  |  as  the  fox  who  had  hdt  iu..s  tail,  ijur 
wltat  he  lias  iicoll:iiid>  we  |  your  Lordfn  p  is  an  Lijgdta.i.au,  and 


M 


brother  to  the  Earl  of  I 

Itave  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordlliip’s  moft  obedient, 
hunrible  fervant, 

JAMES  BOSWELL. 
To  the  Right  Reverend  the 
Lc>rd  Bilhop  of  Derry. 

To  ihs  P;iiNTER,  ic. 

SIR, 

The  following  curious  letter  lately 
fell  into  my  hands.  It  is  intereiling 
and  natural,  and  may  be  iifeiul,  as 
it  fpeaks  the  language ot  good  ivnfe, 
founded  on  extenfive  experience, 
and  Ihows  that  retftitude  ot  conduCl 
alone  can  infure  liappinefs  and  peace 
<rvf  niind.  It  is  a  letter  froin  the 
farra.ns  Conllai.tia  Phillips,  in  her 
fortieth  year,  to  the  late  Lord  Chei- 
terfield,  in  which  Ihe  gives  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  her  own  feelings,  amidll  all 
the  pleafure, gaiety, admiration,  and 
fpleiidor,  that  attended  her  in  tiie 
meridian  of  life.  In  her  retire¬ 
ment  llie  was  occupied  in  educating 
a  niece.  Little,  perhaps,  ought  be 
expected  from  a  perfon  of  her  cha- 
ra^^er,  on  fuch  a  fubje(fl  as  female 
education  ;  but  her  plan  will  be 
found  cxcellt  lu,  and  well  calculated 
to  train  a  young  woman  to  avoid 
the  rocks  on  which  llie  herfelf  had 
ftiuck.  1  am,  ^c. 

S  c  I  p  I  o. 

Letter  from  Constantia  Phillips 
to  ike  Earl  oj  Chesterfield. 

'\'KJ’  HEN  I  wait  upon  your  Lord- 
V  i  Ihlp  with  my  ufial  fprighrli- 
jicls  and  gaiety,  pleafed  with  the  ct;it- 
chat  of  an  lunir,  my  lofs  of  beauty  is 
forgotten,  and  you  go  back  five  and 
ivvcnty  years  for  my  entertainment, 
and  even  condefeend  to  fuit  your 
converfation  to  that  gay  time  ;  iina- 

Augnrlus  Earl  of  Brihol,  who  took 
a  dirtir.guifhcd  part  iu  the  Hoiife  of  Lords 
iiiainft  the  American  war. 


gluing,  no  doubt,  that  I  have  too 
much  of  the  woman  in  my  compofi- 
tion  to  endure  the  thoughts  of  anti¬ 
quated  beauty.  But,  my  Lord,  be¬ 
lieve  me,  I  am  fo  little  out  of  humour 
with  my  lofs  that  way,  I  could,  with 
inUnite  picalurc,  and  entertainment  to 
myfeif,  talk  to  your  I^ordihip  uf)oa 
graver  matters,  without  being  under 
any  appr  henlion  that  my  fentiments 
would  leficn  me  in  your  efleem.  it 
is  true  I  was  born  conflitutionaliy 
with  as  great  a  lliare  of  vivacity  and 
fpirirs,  as  any  wmman  in  the  wmrld  ; 
bur,' I  may  fiy  by  fortune,  as  Milton 
upon  his  own  biindnefs  ;  “  In  my 
beginning  I  was  prefented  with  an 
univerfal  blank  ;  and  the  obligatrons 
I  had  to  nature  were  perverted  by 
my  accidental  poverty,  which  tiiriiLd 
that  beauty  that  w^as  beftow^ed  on  me 
CO  fo  many  fnares  by  which  I  was 
mined  and  undone  ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  have  palfed  my  life  in  forrow' 
and  miiery  P’  /'\nd  however  this  de¬ 
claration  may  Ihock  your  I^ordfhlp^s 
belief,  it  is  molt  folemnly  true  ;  lor 
when  in  my  youih,  a  time  in  wdiich 
we  are  generally  too  much  taken  up 
wu.h  pleafures,  to  give  oiirfelvcs 
leifure  to  reflcift  upon  the  rci5titude  of 
the  means  by  which  we  obtain  them  ; 
even  then,  I  fay,  wdien  we  cheat  our 
underlfandlngs  with  the  da/ding  prof- 

pects  ot  imaginary  pleafures, - 1 

was  wretched  ; - becaiife  the  plea- 

fures  I  tailed  had  not  their  founda¬ 
tion  upon  a  jult  and  honourable  balls. 
I  w^as  allured  and  flattered  by  gay 
gaudy  appearances,  becaufe  1  law  the 
eyes  and  adoration  of  the  world  fol¬ 
lowed  thofe  appearances;  but,  my 
Lord,  my  nightly  flumbers,  and  the 
moments  we  are  wont  to  turn  our 
eyes  inward,  were  difturbed,  and  the 
Iweets  of  f  ell  embittered  by  the  fling¬ 
ing  refle(5lions  that  followed  the  means 
by  w’hich  thole  appearances  were  fup- 
poited.  Still,  however,  I  went  on, 
in  hopes  of  better  fate,  until  1 
found  myfelf  in  the  condition  of 
a  young  prodigal,  who,  having 
brought  his  fortune  to  the  laft  fluke, 
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hazards  even  that,  hoping  to  retrieve ; 
and  like  him  too,  (but  alas  !  too  late) 

I  found  myfelf  cheated  and  undone: 
And  this  1  loon  found  our ;  but  at  tlie 
fame  time  perceived  that  cruel  bar 
for  ever  (hut  agamil  me,  by  v.'hich 
our  unhappy  fex,  when  once  they 
olFend  againlt  virtue’s  facred  rule,  \ 
are  rigoroufly  excluded  from  any 
degree  of  tame,  be  our  future  con¬ 
duct  ever  fo  nice,  or  fcrupuloufly  re¬ 
gular. 

Such  is  the  fate  unhappy  women  find,  | 
And  fuch  the  curfc  entail’d  upon  our 
kind.  ! 

That  Man,  the  lawlcfs  libertine,  may  ! 
rove 

Fi'ee  and  unqueftion’d  thro’  the  wilds  of 
love  ; 

While  Woman,  Senfe  and  Nature’s  cafy 
fool, 

If  poor  weak  Woman  fwerve  from  Vir¬ 
tue’s  rule —  . 

If,  (Ironj’ly  cliarm’d,  (lie  leave  the  thorny 
way, 

And  in  tlie  fofter  paths  of  Pleafurc 
nvay,-^ 

Ruin  enfues,  reproach,  and  cndlcfs 
fliame. 

And  one  falfe  ftep  for  cv.er  damns  her 
fame. 

In  vain,  with  tears,  the  lofs  (he  rnayde- 1 
plore—  I 

In  vain  look  back  to  what  llie  was  be-  I 
fore —  1 

She  fets — iike  Ifarsthat  tall— to  life  no  | 

more.  J 

I  became  carelefs  of  my  coiidiufl ; 

becaufe  I  found  all  efforts  to  retrieve 
my  lofs  were  vain.  Were  it  other- 
wife,  no  woman,  having  had  but  a 
tolerable  education,  could  polhbly,  j 
when  refledfion  returned,  fubmit  to 
live  in  any  degree  of  infamy,  let  the 
temptations  be  ever  fo  great  and  Hat- 
tering.  For  niy  own  part,  1  mod 
folemnly  aver,  T  would  not.  To  Iiuv«' 
been  even  miftrefs  to  an  emperor,  I 
fhould  have  always  looked  upon  as  a 
Rate  of  Infamy,  mifery,  and  depen¬ 
dence,  to  which  I  fhould  have 
eReemed  the  hiiiabkft  condition  of 
iaoocence  that  can  be  imagined  infi¬ 
nitely  preferable. 


Such,  indeed,  are  the  difaJvanra- 
ges  wc  labour  under  from  being  Uu  n 
women,  that,  for  my  own  part,  were 
beauty  as  killing  as  our  date  of  life, 
to  cliange  my  fex  I  would  be  conten¬ 
ted  to  be  as  deformed  and  ugly  2.5 

For  example,  who  denies  Mr 
T - G -  to  be  a  man  of  ho¬ 

nour  ?  V  ct  1 1*  is  very  man  firll  hetrav- 
ed  and  ruined  the  uiT.apny  Mifs 
Fh!lHj)s  ;  bal'ely, nay  viilalnouily  ruined 
her,  a»id  alter  that,  abandoned  her  to 
forrew,  mifery,  and  infamy,  which 
was  the  fourceof  all  the  ruin  and  un- 
happinefs  that  has  fince  belallen  her, 
and  for  which  (lie  isdefpiftd  and  fhun- 
ned  by  the  model!  and  valuable  part 
of  her  own  fex,  and  treaLedwiih  levi¬ 
ty  by  yours. 

In  the  firft  outfetting  of  a  young 
girl’.  life,  it  (he  makes  a  llip  Ironi  ho¬ 
nour,  how  quick  foever  her  return 
may  be,  though  her  life  and  conduit 
Ih mid  ever  alter  efcape,  yet  ftie 
he  branded  to  her  laR  moments  wilIi 
that  misfortune;  and  iflhe  is  bcauti- 
ful,  every  man  tliinks  he  has  a  right 
to  demand  the  poirclFion  of  her  per- 
fon,  upon  the  fame  bafe  terms  with, 
the  fu  li ! 

My  life  has  been  one  continued 
fcenc  ct  error,  millai.e,  and  urhappi- 
nefs.  1  was,  by  my  ill  tale,  Lit  mif- 
trefs  of  mvfeil,  before  the  time  I 
ougiit  to  have  liiiTaken  my  luirfery  : 
A  great  lady  Indt-cd  would  have  beca 
my  kind  prott^refs  ;  but  It  plc.de J 
my  father  to  remove  me  imm  her 
protection.  I. ike  your  Lordthip,  ! 
launched  early  into  the  worid  ;  birr, 
you,  with  all  the  advantages  ot  hign 
birth  and  fortune;  I  wiih  nothifig 
but  my  beauty,  which  iiidecd,  whiV: 
laded,  amply  fuppiied  rhe  debclcrtcks. 
of  fiu  lune.  You  travelled  (o  do  yn;;r 
country  honour  ;  1  wandered  ui  f*- 
rc’itu  countries  too,  bccaufe 
paid  me  tnofe  honours  I  wasd. '.i.d 
In  my  f'wu  ;  till  tired  S'diii  IteUiga:  i 
being  f  en,  1  returned  'o  my 
lioiue,  wl'ilcli  T  always  pir.:d  jr.trr. 


/ 
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though  the  only  one  in  which  I  have 
been  ill  treated.  However,  troin  the 
ftrunge  vlcifTiiudes  of  my  fortune,  I 
have  at  length  gleaned  this  ufefiil  and 
neceffary  part  of  phllofophy  :  /  hui'e. 
lived  in  the  world  lo:!g  enough  to  dej^ifj 
it  ;  I  have  fought  for  a  friend  till  I  am 
tired  with  the  fearchy  and  I  find  the 
only  real  comforts  we  enjoy  are  thofe 
we  make  to  ourfelves. 

I  frequently  roam  up  and  down 
xny  little  garden,  and,  “  in  my  nana’s 
eye,”  behold  your  Lordfliip  the  fame 
way  employed,  and  it  is  then  I  look 
down  upon  the  world. 

The  ill  treatment  I  have  received 
from  it  has  taught  me  wifdom,  but 
not  hardtiefs  of  heart.  I  am  never 
fo  contented  as  w^her.  I  can  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  happinefs  of  thofe  about 
me. 

In  this  little  ftate  of  tranquility  I 
move;  bus  would  foon  be¬ 

come  tirefome,  had  we  no  end  to  pur- 
fue,  mine  is  bent  on  the  prefervation 
and  happinefs  of  an  only  lifter  and 
her  little  family,  of  whom  I  am  the 
foie  fupport  and  dependence.  Part 
of  thefe  is  one  dauc^hler,  now  about 
the  age  of  fifteen;  and,  In  the  pains 
T  have  taken  with  her  education,  wil! 
bell  be  deferibed  my  fentiments  of  the 
true  duty  of  a  won:an. 

My  Lord,  I  have  taught  her  to  love 
and  to  fear  God,  as  thefirft  principle 
on  winch  her  every  o;hver  happinefs 
depends;  ft  r  the  rnodilh  way  of 
teaching  young  ladies  this  tirft  of  du¬ 
ties,  I  look  upon  as  one  of  the  molt 
ftiocking  neglects  in  their  ediTcafion  ; 
and  fo  little  is  tills  elTential  part  re¬ 
garded,  that  if  you  alk  of  what  i  cU- 
gion  a  line  lady  is,  llie  is  fcarce  able 
to  give  you  a  rational  anfwer  :  In¬ 
deed  if  you  proceed  farther,  and 
touch  upon  the  rules  and  tenets  of  It, 
you  find  them, /?;•  the  viofl party  totally 
ignorant ;  and.  1  mu  ft  conlefs,  in 
either  fex,  where  they  have  not  real 
religioHy  by  which,  my  Lord,  I  don’t 
mean  any  particular  mode  of  wer- 
fhip,  but  the  true  love  and  fear  of 


God,  there  can  be  no  other  moral 
viriue:  for  1  can  very  foon  lnlu'«- 
myfeir  to  conceive,  waat  the  man  or 
woman’s  adijns  muft  be,  who  has  no 
dependence  upon  fdture  reward  or 
punilhment. 

My  Lord,  I  have  moft  carefully 
examined  what  the  word  virtue 
means,  to  prevent  this  child’s  nui- 
ning  away  with  an  idea  that  I'ne 
whole  is  comprized  in  chaftity  ;  for 
I  hold  that  to  be  only  a  concomitant, 
and  that  it  is  nectoTary  a  woman 
Ihouid  have  every  other  moral  virtue 
to  accompany  that ;  and  in  order  to 
attain  to  this  pitch  of  perfccticn,  I 
would  have  her  geiteral  behaviour 
modrfi  without  conjlrainty  ajfuble  without 
boldnej'sy  referred  without  prudery, 
and  gay  without  levity ;  and,  by  Ihew’- 
ing  her  the  advantage  of  temperance 
and  patience,  I  hope  to  make  tlie'.n 
her  choice.  1  lhall  endeavour,  t‘  o, 
to  teach  her  humility ,  but  without 
visannefs ;  for  I  w’ouid  give  her  fucii 
a  confeioufners  of  her  own  worth,  as 
may  tend  .to  her  prefervalion.  I  w’iJl 
alfo  endeavour  to  inve  her  an  idea  of 

o 

charity,  not  as  it  is  commonly  uiid:r- 
ftood,  but  according  to  the  iriit  ge¬ 
nuine  fei.fe  and  meaning  of  it  ;  and  1 

lovok  upon  one  elfential  of  that  chari- 

«  , 

ty  we  are  recommended  to  praclice 
lor  one  another,  to  be  an  utter  detef- 
tation  for  detrai^lion.  Truth,  my 
Lord,  I  recommend  as  a  fundamental 
never  to  be  varied  from,  and  the  ftr:cr- 
til  watch  over  her  pairions  ;  for  tho’ 
no  human  creature  is  able  to  attain  a 
total  government  of  them,  yet,  clofc- 
ly  guarded,  they  may  be  kept  in  fuch 
fuhjetftion,  as  to  give  us  the  preper 
maftery^  of  them,  paid,  in  that  cafe, 
how  many  evils  do  we  avoid? — Mv 
Pope  lays, 

Vico  is  a  monftcr  of  fo  frightful  mein 
As,  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  fee^u 
Yet  1‘oen  too  oft,  familiar  with  her  face, 
We  firft  endure,  then  pity,  then  cra- 
^  brace. 

By  remembering  her  of  the  rldicu- 
loiis  ligure  ihc  frequently  obferves  talk- 
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women  make,  (lie  will  find  the  ne* 
cellity  ot  a  competent  fnare  of  tacitur¬ 
nity;  and  that  Ihe  may  be  fure  to  keep 
her  own  hone  It  par  poles,  I  have 
taat;ht  her  to  think  it  diihoneft  to  be¬ 
tray  the  fecrets  of  other  people. 

I  remeniber  an  obfeivaticn  of 
Moiitiigne,  who  was  fcrupiiloufly 
careful  of  the  education  ot  an  only 

daughter - When  his  wife  died,  he 

took  a  governefs  iino  the  houfe  for  her 
ijiltrudion ;  and  being  one  day  in 
hearing  when  the  young  lady  was 
rcadiiig,  fhe  came  to  a  word  or  phrafe, 
which  might  bear  a  double  entendre. 
The  govern«rfs  (lopped  her  with — Ohl 
fie  Jhould  have  pajjed  that  over 

— Never  do  jo  again, 

Montaigne’s  rcllc6lion  upon  this 
circuriiilance  was,  that  too  fcrupulous 
caution  often  railts  a  curiofity  in 
young  girls  minds,  that  would  other- 
wife  have  been  dormant,  and  was 
frequently  fatal  to  them.  Ti^ey  may 
karu  from  fuch  a  plan  (if  not  enfor¬ 
ced  by  good  fenfe  and  good  princi¬ 
ples,)  to  made  and  conce  al  tlteir  paf- 
fions,  but  not  to  conquer  or  fubdue 
them  ;  and  they  may  lie  fmothered, 
only  as  fire  pent  up  for  w'ant  of  air, 
which,  if  ever  they  give  vent  to  it, 
fpreads  to  tlieir  compleat  ruin  and 
dcftruclion.  1  thertfoie  ain  very 
careful,  my  I^ord,  how  I  talk  mvlte- 
rlouily  before  this  girl  ;  and  when¬ 
ever  I  mention  any  thing  to  her  that 
concerns  her  behaviour  towards  your 
fex,  I  MCTer  talk  of  them  as  fc  ire- 
crow’s ;  but  endeavour  to  inculcate 
how  far  they  may,  conduiled  bv  h.r 
own  delicacy  and  prudence,  be  intliu- 
mentai  to  her  h  ippinefs,  and,  wiinout 
that  fpccicd  care  cf  hcrfelf,  to  her 
certain  mifciy. 

She  is  ii  bcautliiil  girl  ;  yet  in  my 
life  I  never  told  her,  that  i)cautv  had, 
or  ^ught  to  have,  one  (ingle  grain  of 
niei  it  efcnlial  to  her  wcil-bclng  :  On 
the  contrary,  that  there  is  no  otiier 
way  to  make  hcrfelf  h^jppy,  but  by 
endeavouring  to  culttvat-  mole  lalt- 
iucT  accomplilhments,  of  which  men 
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never  tire — a  well  taught  honcll 
mind. 

She  has  great  (harpnefs  of  wit  and 
vicaclty.  This,  my  Lord,  1  keep  un¬ 
der  the  feverell  conllraint,  bv  perpetu¬ 
ally  expofiug  to  her  view  piaurcb  of 
ridicule,  in  the  chariuffers  of  witty 
wives,  whiclq.  begging  their  pardons, 
I  mud  ci'nfefs,-  1  think  one  of  rhe 
greateil  cuifes  an  honelt  man  can  be 
tormented  witli.  In  ihoi  t,  1  have  an 
utter  abhorrence  for  wit  at  aii)  rate, 
unlefs  it  is  in  a  lenfibie  good-natured 
man’s  keeping  ;  but  in  a  wife,  it  is 
produ(flive  ot  Uiany  ills.  The  firlt 
thing  one  ot  thele  conceited  witty 
ones  generally  finds  out  is,  iliar  her 
hufband  is  a  fool  ;  and  can  theie  be 
a  more  d.m^erous  .(ituaiion  in  iMtorc 
for  a  woman?  Tiiey  may  Hatter 
themfelves  with  an  opinion  of  tlie  fi¬ 
gure  they  make  in  tiiat  ligiu  ;  hut  my 
Lord,  I  do  infill  upon  it,  the  only  cno 
they  ever  can  ililne  in  is,  that  wn.oli 
borr(>\vs  hs  luilre  Iroin  then*  hnf- 
banJs. — But  to  return  to  my  niece. 

'fo  pi  event  it  ever  creeping  into 
iicr  thoughts  that  any  womaii  can  he 
a  goJdeis,  I  take  great  care  ihat  her 
reading  IhiU  be  fuited  to  the  lecliir^s 
I  give.  I  am  imr,  nor  *n  roy  life 
ever  w’as,  polf.ifjd  of  a  novel  or  a 
iOuiance.  She  has  T’eleinaq.u'  to 
rca-f  tor  rhe  improvement  t)f  her 
French;  ih-'  Bible  and  F>r 
f'M  ling.ijh',  and  bv)th,  1  hope.  l(')r 
her  rnoi al  mtiruct.  n;  H':jior\  1  r». ad 
WTtli  h:r,  and  La  Bruye^e  '  lay  near 
ii.i ,  t»v  w’ay  ol  Ir.nkiiig  glaL;  and  now 
and  Ci.en,  ii.Ucad  oi  ceiling  her  vvh.it 
I  mean,  I  'ei  her  to  trauH.oc  fonie  (if 
the  nfcfai  plac.s  How  ii»y  endea¬ 
vours  may  iucceed,  Heaven  only 
kn-'ws  ;  but  theil*  are  the  liCit  me¬ 
thods  I  can  fugged  to  train  up  a  t^irl, 
bv  wh  cn  Ih:  can  ever  learii  wna  is 
truly  the  duty  of  a  ^voinan  ;  and  if 
ihe  lives  to  that  cltat..  this  ipa  und- 
woi  k,  I  hope,  will  pr  nluce  con.icT  m- 
fion,  affability,  tcMopei  .iMce,  p!  udfr-  e, 
charity,  chalhry,  wifdom,  and  rc  i;i- 
OLis  conduct ;  (jut  of  which  inauriuls, 
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if  fl\e  docs  not  make  the  man  happv  j 
wiio  fails  CO  her  ii  t,  I  aiii  afraid  it  | 
will  be  his  own  fault.  j 


CH  AR  ACTRRS  IVrittcr:  h  Mr 
SAMUEL  BUTLER,  Author  of, 
Hiidibras* 


A  COURT  BEGGAR 


WAITS  at  court,  as  a  doj;  does 
under  a  table,  to  catch  what 
falls,  or  force  it  from  his  fellows  if  he 
can.  VV^hen  a  man  is  in  a  fair  way 
to  be  hanged  that  is  richly  worth  it, 
or  has  hanged  himfelf,  he  puts  in  to 
be  his  heir,  and  fucceed  him,  and 
pretends  as  much  meric  as  another  ; 
as,  no  doubt,  he  has  great  reafon  to 
do,  if  all  things  were  rightly  confide- 
red.  He  thinks  it  vain  to  deferve 
well  of  his  prince,  as  long  as  he  can 
do  his  bufmefs  more  ealily  by  beg¬ 
ging  ;  for  the  fame  idle  lazinefs  pol- 
felfes  him  that  does  the  rell  of  his 
fraternity,  that  had  rather  take  an 
alms  than  work  for  their  living  ;  and 
therefore  he  account  merit  a  more 


pa,  almoil  a  Chriflian  ;  for  thou  eh 
lie  never  begs  any  thing  of  God,  )4c 
he  does  very  much  of  his  vicegerent 
the  king  that  is  next  him.  Ke  ibends 
Liviihly  what  he  gets,  becaufe  it  coll 
him  ib  little  pains  to  get  more  ;  but 
pays  nothing  ;  for,  if  he  fhouid,  his 
privilege  would  be  of  no  ule  at  all  to 
him,  and  he  does  not  care  to  p^rt 
with  any  thing  of  his  right.  He 
finds  it  his  bell:  way  to  be  always 
craving,  becaufe  he  lights  many  times 
upon  things  that  are  difpofed  of  or 
not  beggable  ;  but  if  one  hit,  it  pays 
for  twenty  that  mifcai  ry  :  even  as 
tliofe  virtuofos  of  his  j>rofefiioii  at 
large  allc  as  well  of  thrtfe  tliat  give 
them  nothing,  as  thole  few  that  out 
of  charily  give  them  fomething. 
When  he  has  pall  almoil  ail  odiccs, 
as  other  beggars  do  from  conll.ible 
to  condable,  ^nd  after  meets  with  a 
Hop,  it  does  but  encourage  him  to  be 
more  indudrious  in  watching  the 
next  opportunity,  to  repair  thechirgc 
he  has  been  at  to  no  purpofe,  rie 
has  his  emilfaries,  that  are  always 
hunting  out  for  difeoveries ;  and 


uncertain  and  tedious  way  of  rifizig, 
and  fomeiiines  dangerous.  He  va¬ 
lues  himfelf  and  his  place  not  upon 
the  honour  or  allowances  of  it,  but 
the  convenient  opportunity  of  beg¬ 
ging,  as  King  Claufc^s  courtiers  do 
when  they  have  obtained  of  the  fupe- 
rior  powers  a  good  Ifaticn  where 
three  ways  meet,  to  exercife  the  fiinc-  » 
tion  in.  The  more  ignorant,  fooinli, 
and  imdeferving  he  is,  provided  he  be 
impudent  enough,  which  all  fuch  fcl- 
dom  fail  to  be,  the  belter  he  thrives 
in  his  calling ;  as  oihers  in  the  fame 
v/ay  gain  more  by  their  fores  and 
broken  limbs,  than  ihofe  that  are 
found  and  in  health.  He  always  un¬ 
dervalues  what  he  gains,  becaufe  he 
comes  eafily  by  it;  and  how  rich  fo- 
ever  he  proves,  is  refolved  never  to 
be  fatisfied,  as  being,  like  a  friar  ??ri. 
nor^  bound  by  his  order  to  be  always 
a  beggar*  He  is,  like  King  Agrip- 


when  tliey  bring  him  any  thing  that 
he  jiuiges  too  heavy  for  his  own  iutt  - 
reft  to  carry,  he  takes  in  others  to 
join  with  him,  (like  blind  men  and 
cripples  that  beg  in  confort ;)  and  if 
they  profper,  they  llurc,  and  give 
the  jackall  fome  final!  liiip  for  his 
pains  in  queftir.g  :  that  is,  if  he  has 
i  any  farther  ufe  of  him  ;  otherwile  he 
leaves  him,  like  Virtue,  to  reward 
himfelf ;  and  becaufe  he  defer ves 
well,  which  he  does  by  no  means  a[)- 
prove  of,  gives  him  tliat  widch  he 
believes  to  be  the  fiiteil  recotnpence 
of  all  merit,  jull  nothing.  He  be¬ 
lieves,  that  the  king^s  rtflorailon  be¬ 
ing  upon  his  birth-day,  h^  is  bound 
to  obferve  it  all  the  days  of  his  life, 
and  grant,  as  fonae  other  kings  have 
done  upon  the  lame  occafion,  what¬ 
ever  is  demanded  of  him,  though  in 
I  were  the  one-half  of  his  kingdom. 
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HANDEL'S  JUBILEE.  [P.  285.] 

Second  Performance. 

Panthton,  Thurfdaj,',  May  27. 

XTO  exertions  of  art  were  wanting 
to  ^prepare  the  gran  J  I'aloon  of 
this  place  for  the  molt  perfcdl  accom- 
rnodition  of  the  luhfcril^ers  at  the 
feconi  pure  of  the  muheal  Co  nmt- 
moration.  A  fpacious  projeftrng 
gallery,  on  painted  columns,  ia  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  porphyry  ones  wliich 
fupporc  the  building,  vas  €re(51ed 
over  the  great  door,  lor  the  reception 
of  tlnnr  Majehics  and  the  relt  ot  the 
Royal  Family.  A  fl^te  gallery  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  center  thereof,  with 
feats  for  the  K’ng  and  (Vj'  cn,  under 
a  lofty  canopy,  adorned  with  crim- 
foii  and  gold  docoratifins  from  the 
Ai)hey,  the  d«»me  of  w'hlch  was  licJi- 
ly  gill,  and  relieved  by  t!i:  fuppor- 
tei  s  of  tile  royai  anus.  Elegant 
compartments  of  the  lame  box  were 
referVed  for  the  Prince  Is  Royal,  and 
the  junior  branches  oi  the  iauuiy  ; 
large  piers  of  plate -glars  were  hxed 
behind  It,  which,  hciglitencd  by  va¬ 
rious  relleftlng  luhrcs,  gave  the 
whole  an  appearance  truly  niagnih- 
cent. 

One  of  the  detached  fide  wings  of 
the  ealierv  w.as  allotted  l«*r  the  La- 
dies  in  Waiting,  Maids  of  Honour, 
&.C.  and  the  otUcr  for  the  King’s  luitc  ; 
thefe  were  both  ornamented  \\iih. 
wiiite  luRring,  fsRooned,  arid  fri;;- 
ged  with  gold,  on  a  ground  of  zcpli)r 
blue. 

The  remainder  of  the  falloon  was 
difpofed  for  the  moft  convenient  re¬ 
ception  of  2400  fubferibers,  the  ur- 
moft  number  of  tickers  that  could  be 
ilfued,  though  more  than  double  the 
quantity  was  prelhagly  demanded. — 
A  grada.nl  elevation  of  benches  was 
made  in  all  the  galleries,  and  likewiie 
through  all  the  recefles  underneath 
them.  The  dome  was  illuminated 
with  bufT-coloured  Jumps,  difpoled  in 
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fmall  fquares,  which,  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  numbcrlefs  luRres,  added  a  pe¬ 
culiar  briiliance  to  the  cncluating 
feene !  The  oicheRra  remained  in 
its  uiual  place,  and  form  ;  but  in 
rhe  gallery  over  it  was  cre<fled  an 
organ,  on  the  trp  cf  which  appeared, 
in  iraiifparency,  an  irradiated  bull  of 
the  immortal  11a\di;l1 

The  compariv  began  to  afTcmblc 
very  numeroiilly  on  tlie  full  opening 
of  the  ch)ois  at  fix  o'clock,  and  long 
bclore  feven,  every  part  of  the  houfe 
was  crowded.  Their  MajeRits,  See. 
arrived  foon  after  eight,  going  pri¬ 
vately  through  the  Secretary’s  ('ibce, 
and  afeending  to  ^lelr  gallery  hy  the 
Rone  Rair-cafe  adjoining  the  Oclagon 
Room.  The  three  elJcR  Prlncdfes 
capc  in  company.  The  Princefs 
Royal  fat  o:i  the  right  hand  of  their 
Maj  iPus,  and  the  Princefs  AnguRa 
an.'  Elizabeth  to  the  left.  The  cti- 
irt\‘  oi  their  MajeRies  was  much  ;q)- 
plauded.  The  Maids  of  Honour,  on 
their  firR  appearance,  were  alf>  itcei- 
ved  with  every  tcRimony  of  wel- 
come,  fron  a  miHake  of  their  being 
the  young  PrinccRcs.  As  the  Velbds 
came  forward,  the  error  was  dil'cf>- 
vered  ;  and  the  apjdaufe  given  to  the 
Priiicelfes  was  the  hnider  on  that  ac¬ 
count.  As  foon  as  the  Royal  Audi¬ 
tors  were  feated,  the  concert  opened. 
It  w’as  compofed  of  the  following  fc- 
lection  ; 

P  A  R  T  r. 

Second  Hautboy  Concerto. 

Sorge  infaufta  (from  Orlande)  Signor 
Tafcha. 

Ye  fons  cf  1  If ael  (Chorus  from 
JoJlsua) 

Rendi  il  fereno  (from  Sofunnes) 
Mr  Harrifou. 

Caro  vicni  (from  Richard)  Mift 
Cantelo. 

He  fmote  all  the  FirR-born 
(Chorus  from  Jfrael  in  Egypt.) 

Va  tacito  e  nafeoRo  (from  7  Sig.  Pac- 
JuU  us  CijCr'^.  3  cHerolti. 
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Sixth  Gravd  Concerto. 

M’allai.tano  fdegnofe  pupille  Mad. 
Mara. 

He  gave  them  hail-ftones  for  rain 
(Chorus  from  Ifrael  in  Egypt. ^ 

PART.  IT. 

Fifth  Grand  Concerto. 

Dite  che  ^^A[{TO^^Ptolon!y)Mi^sylhra7}ls. 
Vi  tida  (from  /Efius)  Signor  Barto- 
lira. 

Fairn  IS  the  Foe  (Chorus  from 
^udcis  1^1  accaccus^ . 

Overture  of  Ariadne. 

Alma  dtl  gran  Pompeo7  Signor  Pac- 
(from  Julius  Ctrfar)  3  chicrotti, 
Nafce  al  bolco  (from  lElius^  Signor 
Tafcha. 

lo  I’ahbraccio  (Duclto"^  Mad.  Mara 
from  Rodclinda)  C  inJ  Signor 

j  But  to  Uni. 

Eleventh  Grand  Concerto. 

All  mio  cor  (from  Alcina)  Madame 
Mara. 

Anthem — My  Heart  is  inditing. 

The  fekcfion  of  the  pieces  did  in¬ 
finite  credit  to  the  tafte  of  the  Direc¬ 
tors,  and  the  execution  came  up  to 
their  warmcfl  expeflations.  Nothing 
couid  exceed  the  grandeur  and  efi’e<5ls 
of  the  chorii*^  from  Ilfael  in  Egypt. 
V  He  gave  them  hail  ftones  for  rain 
— tire,  mingled  with  the  hail,  ran 
along  upon  the  ground.’’  The  be- 
gining  and  raging  oh  the  ftorra  >vas  a 
noble  atchievement  of  the  art — the 
crafn  of  the  inftruments — the  refpon- 
fes  of  the  double  choir — and  the  im- 
inenfe  vofume  and  torrent  of  found, 
was  almoft  too  fnucii  for  the  head  or 
the  fenfes  to  bear.  This  is  certainly 
one  ^of  the  grandeft  efFeffs  of  Han¬ 
del’s  mufe,  and  never,' we  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  was  it  fo  greatly  executed. 

Mr  Bates  played  the  organ  with 
the  fame  touch  as  he  had  in  the  Ab¬ 
bey,  the  new  invention  of  the  inge¬ 


nious  Mr  Green.  The  band  was  led 
by  Cramer,  and  the  harmony  in  ail 
its  parts  wms  complete. 

Signor  Tafcha,  in  Sorge  infaujla^ 
fhew  ed  great  power.  'Fhe  air  given 
to  Mr  HarrifohwMS  a  charming  con.- 
pofition,  and  he  fang  it  with  inexprei'- 
fibie  iweernefs.  Signor  Pacchierotti 
was  very  inditferent  in  Va  ta^iio^  5cc. 
He  appeared  terrified,  and  the  horn 
accompaniment  was  at  variance  w-ith 
his  voice  throughout  the  fong.  He, 
how^ever  retrieved  himfe’f  in  his  fe- 
cond  performance.  Mifs  Cantelo 
was  correct  as  ufual.  Madame  Mar.i 
fling  two  airs,'  and  joined  S'gaor 
BartOiini  in  a  duetto.  It  is  not  la 
the  power  of  Ian  juage  to  pay  a  com- 
plimenc  to  this  Lady  in  her  prorefilon 
W’hich  file  does  not  deferve.  Ikr 
amazing  compafs  of  voice,  its  fut^  t- 
nels  in  each  extreme,  and  the  ralle 
with  which  fhr  ^xecuteo  t>.e  m'  ft  dif¬ 
ficult  pafl'tges,  leaves  her  witinuit  a 
rival.  Mifs  Abrams  in  Dite  che  fo 
acquitted  her/eU  very  ably.  Signor 
Bartolini  fung  the  air  and  diiet'o,  in 
which  lie  fuitalne  J  a  part  in  a  piealirg 
and  corrci^l:  manner.  The  choruil'es 
were  admitted  to  be  well  chofen,  and 
the  anthem  with  which  the  p.rkr- 
mance  terminatedwasmuch  applauded- 

TJie  King  was  drtffcd  in  fky  blue; 
her  Majefty  was  in  a  If  raw  colour, 
with  la; lock  bows;  the  Pnneeis  Roval 
andiVincefs  Augufta  appeared  in  a  pale 
laylock,  with  white  bows;  the  Pi  incefs 
Elizabeth  was  in  a  cherry  colour  and 
white  bows.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
did  not  vifit  the  Concert  in  form,  but 
was  prefent,  with  many  perfons  of 
the  fir  ft  fafnion.  Ti>e  pcrlbrmance 
ended  between  eleven  and  twelve,  and 
by  about  one  the- company  were  en¬ 
abled  to  retire. 

Third  Performance. 

Wejiminjier  Abbey ^  May  29.. 

The  Abbey  was  thronged  on 
Saturday  equal  to  the  firft  day. 
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Their  MajeRies  did  not  arrive  till  half 
paU  twelve.  The  Princels  Royal, 
Princers  AuguRa,  Prlncefs  Elizabeth, 
and  three  of  the  younger  Princelfes, 
with  a  numerous  fulte  of  royal  at¬ 
tendants,  were  prefent.  The  MelRah 
y.as  immediately  begun  ;  the  hand 
was  led  by  Mr  Cramer.  The  vocal 
performance  was  fupportedby  a  nioR 
refpedlable  lift.  It  is  above  panegy. 
ric  to  do*  juft  ice  to  the  excellence  of 
Madame  Mara,  particularly  in  tlie  air 
“  I  know'  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,’’ 
it  w’as  fung  with  the  unnoft  energy 
and  fweetnefs.  The  King  feemed 
particulirly  well  pleafed  with  her  va¬ 
rious  performances.  The  eft’cift  ol 
the  chorulTcs  is  not  to  be  deferibed 
from  the  combination  ol  fine  voices 
which  united  in  them,  and  the  echoes 
of  the  gothic  roof  by  which  their 
founds  were  prolonged.  Mr  Bates 
played  the  organ  W'ith  his  uUial  bril¬ 
liancy  of  fing.  r.  The  whole  of  tliis 
performance  was  condmflcd  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  does  the  higheft  honour  to  the 
conductor  and  the  direflors,  to  whofe 
charge  the  principal  management  fell, 
and  at  the  head  of  whom  Mi  Sunp- 
fon  mult  br  placed. 

Altiioiigh  every  part  of  the  enclof- 
ed  aifle  was  crowded,  yet  from  a  mu¬ 
tual  politenefs  in  the  auditors  who  ac¬ 
commodated  each  other  with  feats  by 
turns,  not  the  leall  inconvenience  at¬ 
tended  the  length  of  the  performance  ; 
—  L  idy  Loulfa  M*Donald  indeed  w’as 
near  fainting,  Irom  her  having  Rood 
a  ccrafideralile  time.  The  Oratorio 
ended  a  little  before  lour  o^clock, 
when  their  Maj -Ries  tO(»k  their  depar¬ 
ture  in  a  vei  y  gracious  manner.  The 
royal  defeendants  retired  from  the 
audience  with  every  demonRrarion  of 
politenefs  the  youugcfl  Princefs, 
nor  pxcuRomed  to  Rich  meetings,  was 
prompted  by  the  Princefs  Royal  to 
make  her  obelfance  ;  it  unfortunately 
happened  that  the  front  of  the  State- 
box  was  nearly  as  high  as  the  Prin- 
cefs’s  chin,  fo  that  her  head  was  invi- 

Rble  for  a  time. - The  Princefs 

Hoyal  ceuld  not  reftrain  the  laugh , 


fo  much  provoked,  every  lip  woie 
a  fmile  on  the  occalion. — His  Majef- 
ty  was  dreffed  in  a  Riit  of  /jr/// 
and  gold.  TheQ^rcen  was  in  white, 
and  difplayed  a  protu  lion  of  diamonds; 
but  her  rlcheR  ornaments  were  h(.r 
fix  lovely  defeendants,  arraved  in  tlie 
charms  of  native  beauty,  and  looks  of 
tranfeendant  innocence  ! — The  Prin- 
cefs  Royal  appeared  in  a  co'rju^ . 

The  drefs  of  the  Princefs  Angufta  was 
a  dove  luteftring.  Tiie  Princels  Eli¬ 
zabeth  was  apparelled  In  a  Povnr.a 
colour. 

ELECT  I  OX  A  NEC  DOTE. 

CIIIMNEV-SWEEPER  in  a 
certain  borough-town,  bcii  g 
one  of  Ihe  laft  voters  at  a  violcntTy 
conteRed  cleiRion,  whs  ftrongly  piaf¬ 
fed  bv  each  candidare  to  honour  in’m 
with  his  vote.  The  fellow,  wlio  wan 
for  foine  time  at  a  loR  U)  tell  whit  h 
fine  gentleman  moR  merited  hi-i  R  f- 
frage,  at  !aR  rccollcRMig  that  lie  h;.J 
often  heard  of  killing  hinds  n- 
mong  the  '  great  folk  declare  J  i  Ii.  i 
he  would  not  vote  tor  citiur,  unlcls 
tiiey  would  kifs  his  iiand.  One  of 
them  accordingly  came  Iojm’  a'\i ;  and, 
having  vainiy  enJeaviiurcd  lo  Ov'trluadc 
the  fwecpio  dli'penle  w^'ii  fo  itilii'Tcc- 
able  a  ceremony,  a^ftn.idy  lelu‘C'1  1  is 
footv  fingers:  after  wiiich,  confidLir- 
ly  claiming  the  exj  .  vtod  rev. ard,~ 
“  No,  no  r*  fays  the  clilumey-lwc'.- 
per,  “  I  ihiiPt  vote  for  you;  foi , 
Pm  very  Rire  he  that  wouUl  kiu  my 
hand,  would  kifs  any  miniR 
a— fe.’’ 

BOX  MOT. 

NOBLEMAN  telling  the  Iiu;'- 
band  of  a  lady  remarkably  beau- 
tlRil,  that  he  could  not  Pok  at  his 
wife  without  breaking  the  tenth  com- 
commandinent.  “  Your  Ia)rdliiip,'’ 
replied  the  gentleman,  “  is  welcome 
to  break  the  tenth  commandment  :\^ 
much  as  you  plcaie,  provided  you  do 
not  break  the  fcventli.'^ 
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POETRY. 

ODE  fur  his  majesty's  BIRTH  DAY. 
By  William  Whitehead,  Efa;  Pud 
Laureate 

Hail  to  the  diy,  whofe  beam-;  again 
Returning,  claim  tlie  civ>ral  flrain, 
And  bid  ns  breathe  our  annual  vows, 

To  the  tirH.  power  ti.at  Hritain  ’mows  : 
The  pow’r  which,  tho’  itfelt*  reftrain’d, 
And  fubieiit  to  that  juft  ccntriu.d, 
V’hich  many  an  arduous  conllitfl:  gainM, 
CoiiHccts,  uniies,  and  animates  the 
whole. 

Yon  racliant  fun,  whofe  central  force 
Winds  b.u*lc  each  planet’s  vagrant 
tom  le, 

And  tliro’ the  1\  ^cm  holds  imperial  fway, 
Hamid  by  the  f.ime  inlierent  laws. 

Kvhi  whillt  it  fet  ms  the  active  canie, 
rroinolts  the  gcu’ral  gi;od,  as  i;;uch  con¬ 
fin’d  as  they. 

That  woiHlVons plan,  thro*  aecs  fought, 
Wiiich  elder  Kgv\;t  never  tanyht,\i 
Nor  Greece,*  with  ail  her  letiev’d  lore, 
•  Nor  llruggllrig  Rome  could  e*er  c)t- 
ploi  e, 

Tho*  many  a  form  of  rule  flie  tried. 
That  wond’ioiii  phin  has  Britain  fomul, 
Which  embs  liccntioinhi fs  and  pride. 
Yet  leaves  tine  liberty  without  a  wound. 

The  fierce  Plantagoncts  beheld 
Its  growing  Itrength,  and  de'gn’J  to 
yieldt ; 

Til*  imperions  Tudors  frown’d,  and  felt 
aggriev’d  : 

Th’  unhappy  race,  whofe  faults  we 
mourn. 

Delay’d  a  while  its  vvi fil’d  return, 

Till  BrunAvich  peife(ftcd  wliat  Naiiau  had 
atcliiev’d. 

From  that  bright  asra  of  renown, 
Allr.Ti  \vaiks  the  w'orld  again — 

Her  fabl’d  form  tlie  nations  own, 

\'dith  all  th’  attendant  blelhiigs  in  her 
train. 

Hark!  with  what  gen’ral  loud  acclaim 
T  htv  venerate  the  Britifli  name, 

When  forms  of  lule  arc  in  the  balance 
w’eigh’d, 

And  pour  their  torrents  of  applaiife 
On  the  fair  ifle,  whofe  equal  law’s 
Controul  the  feeptre,  and  pioted  the 
ibaJe. 


The  triple  chain,  w’hich  binds  them  ^ 

fafi,  (from  Jove —  \ 

Like  Horner’s  golden  one,  defeends  1 

Long  may  the  facred  union  lall,  ! 

And  the  mix’d  pow’rs  in  mutual 
concert  move  :  (call 

*r  ach  temp’ring  each,  and  lift’ning  to  the 
Of  genuine  public  good~bleli  fource 
and  end  of  ail  1 

For  the  Weekly  Magazine. 

JESSY,  a  Pastoral.  By  the  Author  of 
Werter  to  Charlotte,  Hero  and  Lean- 
der,  (jfc. 

My  moments,  ye  Gods,  were  once 
blcfi. 

When  Jclfy  bloom’d  fair  as. the  d.iy  ; 

Hut,  ah  !  Death  has  broken  my  reft, 

And  tore  my  dear  Jefly  away. 

-No  more  lhall  1  dweb  with  delight 

On  the  fwcet  melting  voice  of  my  fair  ; 

For  jefi'v  is  loll  to  my  fight,' 

And  Colin  is  pluntied  in  defpalr. 

H. 

My  JefTy,  thy  form  was  divine, 
j  I’hy  mind  fvveelly  beam'd  in  thy  face  ; 

The  Virtues  lov’d  there  to  combine, 

!  And  gather  frefh  lullre  and  grace. 

*Thy  fiiepherd  was  ilill  tliy  dt  hglit, 

Was  ever  fo  happy  a  pair  I 
!  But  no\y  thou  art  lolt  to  my  fight. 

And  Colin  knows  nought  but  defpalr. 

■  III. 

When  Night  wraps  the  fields  in  her 
I  gloom, 

I  ha  fie  to  where  Jefly  is  laid, 

!  There  pour  out  my  foul  at  her  tomb, 

I  Cnrfing  Death  for  the  rapine  he  made, 
t  Sail  Philomel  hears  me  compl.tin, 
i  And  awhile  docs  her  forrovv  forego  ; 

But  loon  ihe  relumes  it  again, 

And  fiiis  up  each  paufe  of  my  woe. 

IV. 

Ilcav’n  has  not  the  pow’r  to  refiore 
The  blifs  that  1  once  did  obtain  ; 

And  it  fiill  makes  me  forruw  the  more, 
Becaufe  all  my  furrow  is  vain. 

Fierce  Death  now  thy  pow’r  1  defy, 

'J'hou  hafi  robb’d  me  of  all  I  held  dear  ; 

Since  JefiTy  is  lofi  to  my  eye, 

'  Life  now  is  beneath  Colin’s  care. 

I 

*  The  WILLOW  TREE.  By  the  Same. 

All  under  this  vrillow. 

With  earth  for  my  pillow, 

My  canopy  is  tire  Iky  ; 

With  teais  let  me  lave. 

And  warm  the  cold  grave, 

Where  JefTy’s  dear  relics  lie. 
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Ah  !  cold  is  thy  head, 
l‘or  cold  is  thy  bed 

TvTade  under  tlie  Willow  Tree  ; 

As  the  gales  its  leaves  move, 

It  nodes  from  alvove. 

And  mournful] y  fighs  with  me. 

The  day  is  o’ercaft. 

Sore  whillles  tlie  blaft, 

’  A  mournful  nuilic  tome; 

The  torrents  from  far 
Break  in  founds  on  my  ear, 

As  I  weep  by  the  Willow  I'rce. 

The  flocks  are  at  reft, 

Each  bird  fills  its  neft, 

And  Nature  feems  dead  to  me  ; 

Since  in  her  cold  bed 
’  My  is  laid, 

Beneath  the  green  Willow  Tree. 

Each  eve  in  the  Spring 
Philomela  fhall  bring 

The  firft-born  flow’rs  of  the  year  ; 
When  Nature’s  afleep 
Here,  here  ihall  we  weep, 

And  water  each  plant  with  a  tear. 

And  then  when  I’m  dead 
Here  let  me  be  laid, 

“  My  Jelly,  I’ll  reft  by  thee  : 

TTs  Death  can’t  divide, 

I’ll  fleep  by  thy  tide, 

Beneath  the  green  Willow  Tree.” 

rhe  PHODIGACs  PliOGRPSS; 

Qry  Lightly  comk,  lightly  go. 

A  Hint  to  a  Mijer, 

OLD  Cary,  the  mifer,  fell  Tick  on 
‘W^hitfnnday, .  (Monday; 

And  died  (wnthout  making  a  wn'll)  upon 
For  no  found  fo  painfully  pafs’d  ’tween 
his  teeth  (and  be«jiieath  :  ’ 

As  thefe  heart-piercing  founds — “  1  give 
For  decency’s  fake.  Dad  was  kept  above 
ground  (iii?’  round, 

Till  Phcrbiis  had  feven  times  travelled 
Then  Dick  faw'  him  fafely  laid  under  the 
green,  (the  Icciie  ; 

And  with  glee  left  the  fexton  tofiiiifh 
For  Dick  was  full  glad  from  a  liie  to  be 
betd, 

Who  ne’er  beftow’d  two-pence  to  ka'ii 
In  dreams  full  of  pleafurc  Dick  pafs’d 
•  aw’ay  night, 

Arofe  with  the  morning  as  foon  as  ’twas 
liglit  ;  (at  his  pltafnre 

Locks,  bolts,  bars,  and  latches,  flew  back 
And  Dick,  vvho’d  been  pennylcfs,  iiow 
had  a  treafurc  ; 


Ten  tluHifand  bright  guineas,  nay  twelve, 
fome  agree, 

A  mine  that  Dick  never  expe^fted  to  ft*e. 

Now  Dick  drefles  gay,  drinks  his  bottle, 
and  more. 

To  foll(>w’  the  tafte,  keeps  a  gig  and  a 
w - . 

Mounts  a  high-mcttl’d  nag,  of  the  New- 

lUiirket  kill,!, 

ith  .uiikther  for  I'homas  to  gallop  be¬ 
hind. 

Still  day  atter  day  Richaial  adds  to  his 
vice, 

Turns  the  E  O  about,  now  rattles  the 
dice  ; 

Now  trots  for  a  thoufaiid,  bets  deep  at  a 
match, 

Or  draws  for  a  hundred  a  ft  raw  from 
the  thatch  ; 

In  fliort,  fo  complete  is 'our  Richartl  by 
Springs 

He’s  leinarkM  by  my  Lord,  and  is  rec¬ 
kon’d  the  tiling. 

But,  alas  !  jiill  as  Kicliard  began  to  look 
j  >’'S. 

I  With  whotc,  hor'e",  nr.;l  E  O,  witli  .lice 
and  with  gig, 

What  father  had  hoarded  by  living  too 
near, 

Dick  com  pleat  ly  kick’d  down  in  the 
round  of  one  year. 

His  miftrefs  foifakes  Iilm ;  but  this  is  not 
ftrangc, 

The  wife  may  be  true,  but  tlic  minrefs 
will  change : 

His  mifticfs  forfakes  him,  and  creditors 
rude 

With  long  bills  and  long  faces  begin  to 
intrude  ; 

i  iT’ftcad  of  a  gelding,  Dick  fcLt, 

I  And,  to  fj.iilh  t!ic  plan,  he’o  loi-k’d  up  in 
I  thcFUet. 

So  little  ati’retcd  is  DiCk  r.t  his  ft?te. 

That  iie  hjghb  at  all  fuch  as  may  •^y 
Ins  t.iio. 

And  tlins  he  n  plies,  flioiild  \o>i  ttik  of 
his  woe, 

1  but  prove  tlie  ohl  faying,  “  L’jlitly 
come,  lightly  go.” 

Had  old  C.i'y  bellow’d  the  tenth  part 
of  his  care 

’Pon  ingrafting  the  moi*als  of  Riclvird  hia 
heir, 

’Tis  an  hundred  to  cnc  if  thj  b.i;k  liis 
foul 

Had  thus  <|uiokly  diflbiv’d  like  a  Iiunp  iu 
the  bowl  ; 

The  chnts  of  prudence  had  curb’d  his 
loofe-  drift. 

And  eae’n  guIuLa  Irccn  turn’d  ii.  t!:e  r.,ar- 
kets  of  thrift. 
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R  E  V  I  £  W. 

A  System  of  Chronology  ;  Contain- 
J.  An  Explanation  of  the  Princi¬ 
ples  of  this  bcieiice ;  to;;ether  with 
an  Account  of  the  rTiClt  reir.arhable 
Epochs,  iEras,  arid  Periods,  the  Dales, 
and  Extent  ot  which  are  aicerlained. 
IJ.  A  Chronological  lliltory,  which 
exhibits  a  Conne<!:ied  View  of  the 
Time,  Mode,  and  Circumftances  of 
the  (Jrigin,  Progrefs,  Decline,  and 
Fall  of  every  con fiuei able  Kingdom, 
from  the  earlitft  Period  to  the  Prefent. 
111.  A  Lift  of  Several  Eclipfes  before 
the  Chriftian  -/Era,  obferved  by  Attro- 
ncmevs,  or  recorded  by  lliftorians, 
and  of  all  Eclipfes  from  A.  D.  i.to  A. 
D.  19C0,  with  an  Explanatory  Pre¬ 
face.  IV.  A  Chionological  Lift  of 
Councils,  in  which  the  Date,  Place, 
and  Subject  of  eveiy  Council  are  fpe- 
cif.ed.  V.  Chronological  Table  and 
Charts  ftem  B.  C.  a^co  to  A.  D.  1784. 
Adapted  to  a  Scale,  and  afcertalniiig 
the  Duration  of  the  Lives  and  Reigns 
of  the  inoft  eminent  Peifonages  in  all 
Ages.  VL  A  Lift  of  Remarkable 
Events  and  Occurrences  relating  to 
every  Kingdom  and  Nation,  from  the 
eailicft  Ages  to  the  Prefent  Time  ; 
with  the  Dates  of  many  Cseleltial 
PhoEiiomena.  VII.  Supplemental  Fa¬ 
bles  illuftraling  the  Several  Pas  ts  of  the 
Syltem.  VIILA  Copious  Biographical 
Judex,  in  which  the  Dates  of  tl;c  Reigns 
cm' Kings,  and  of  the  Lives  of  remark¬ 
able  Men  in  all  Ages,  are  inferted,  and 
concife  Chaiaders  of  both  arc  4)cca- 
Jionally  given..  b.y  James  Playfair,  D.  D. 
Member  of  the  Antiquarian  Society 
cm'Scotland.  Fol.  2I.  5s.  Dilly,  Lon¬ 
don.  Creech  Edinburgh. 

CICERO  has  juftly  obferved  that  the 
diifeicnt  fciences  and  arts  arc  con¬ 
nected  together  as  by  a  chain,  and  that, 
in  order  to  be  inaltcr  cd'  one  of  them,  it 
is  necelTary  to  be  converfanl  in  all.  'Phe 
truth  of  this  obfervaiion  is  eminently  il- 
luftrated  by  the  nature  or  principles  of 
chronology,  which  calls  to  its  aid  hiftoi  y 
and  antitjuities  ;  which  derives  a  thou- 
fand  hints  from  writings,  at  fiiil  fight, 
wholly  foreign  to'  its  deligns,  which 
draws  its  furtft  fuccours  from  the  ab-  , 
ftradtion  of  lines  r.nd  numbers,  and  al'cer- 
tains  the  dates  of  human  tveuts,  by  cal¬ 


culating  the  revolutions  in  tiiC  hoft  of 
heaVvL. 

As  chrcmology  derives  the  greater  part 
of  its  iight  from  liiiiory,  fo  it  iluifirates 
in  return  the  obfeure  labyrinths  01  anti¬ 
quity^  and  arranges  and  adjufts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  OTUti  of  time,  the  materials  .of 
liiJtotical  information.  This  important 
i'll bjet!:!  has  cxercifed  the  genius  and  the 
patience  of  men  olftirgnilhed  erninciitly 
for  both  theie  qiiai.ties.  Scaliger,  Peta- 
vius,  UHier,  Maiiham,  and  even  yir 
Jl'aac  Nev.'ton.  But  the  works  of  thefe 
great  rr.cii,  though  they  laid  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  I'ciencc  of  which  they  treat¬ 
ed,  were  not,  nor  indeed  could  tiny  be 
perfect.  I'ime  brings  fo’'th  new,  and  at 
the  fame  time  throws  light  upon  pad 
events.  Induftry,  care,  and  atlcnljon 
which  have  enabled  even  Blair  to  nv  ul 
hinil'elfof  the  hints  to  improve  on  t!ie 
deligns,  and  to  corre^  the  errors  of  h'’s 
great  prcdecell'ors  in'  the  chroiu'logic.il 
walk,  have  alfo  enabled  PLyfair  io  avid 
ftlll  farther  improvements  in  the  work 
before  us,  of  which  the  followhiig  is  a 
brief  and  faitliful  anaiyfis.  llis  woik 
divided  into  live  parts,  which  aie  anait- 
gtd  In  the  following  manner. 

“  The  Elements  or  Principles  of  Chro¬ 
nology  conllitute  the  fubjed  of  the  til  ft 
part.  The  various  diviiions  of  vi/. 
the  hour,  the  day,  the  week,  tlie  monlli, 
the  year,  the  folar  and  lunar  cycles,  th.c 
epad,  the  indidion,  and  the  Julian  peri('»i, 
arc  explained,  and  proper  rules  and  ex¬ 
amples  are  given  under  each  head.  Se¬ 
veral  remarkable  epochs,  aeras,  and  pe¬ 
riods,  occurring  in  hiftory,  the  dates  and 
quantities  of  thefe  are  afcerlaincd  with 
accuracy  ;  and  they  are  treated  in  the 
following  order:  i.  The  ctention  of  the 
world.  2.  The  Jewilli  acra.  Th.c 
palriarchial  period.  4.  The  univc'fil 
deluge.  5.  I'he  vocation  of  Abraliam. 
6.  The  I'ojjurning  of  the  Ifraclites  m 
I-gypR  7-  The  Argonautic  cxpediti4)n. 

8.  The  liege  and  deftrudion  of  Trov. 

9.  The  period  from  the  exit  of  the  'i- 
raelites  to  the  building  of  Solomon’s 
Temple.  10.  The  period  of  the  reicn^. 
of  the  Kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael.  11.  Tin: 
acra  of  Olympiads.  12.  The  epoch  of 
the  building  of  Koine,  i.^.  The  Nabo- 
nalTarean  acra.  14.  The  date  of  the  B  i- 
bylonilli  captivity.  15.  The  foundation 
of  the  Pcrlian  monarchy.  16.  The  efta  - 
blilhment  of  the  Roman  confiil.ir  dignity 
17.  The  feventy  week?  of  Daniel, 
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The  death  of  Alexander  the  Great.  19. 
The  aci  a  ol  the  Seleucidae,  or  Syro»Ma- 
ceilonians.  '20.  The  Spatiiili  acra.  21. 
The  true  and  vulgar  Chriitian  aeras.  22. 
The  epocli  ot  the  pailion  of  our  bleifed 
Saviour.  23.  The  deftruction  of  Jeru- 
falcm.  24,  The  acra  of  Dioclclian.  2^. 
The  acra  of  Conllantiuople.  26.  The 
epoch  of  New  Rome,  or  Conllaiitinople. 
26.  The  aera  of  Hegira.  28.  The  acra 
of  Jefdegird.  29.  The  epoch  of  the  Re¬ 
formation. 

“  2.  Though  the  greater  part  pf 
readers  may  have  acquired  a  general 
acquaintance  with  hillory,  yet  the  dales 
and  material  circumdances  relating  to 
kingdoms  and  empires,  together  with  the 
connexion  and  regular  luccdlion  of  the 
moft  ftriking  events,  are  often  lod  hght 
of,  or  not  properly  attended  to.  In  or¬ 
der  to  imprefs  thefe  particulars  on  the 
mind,  I  have  exhibited,  in  the  fecond 
part,  a  fuccind  and  connected  view  of  the 
time,  mode,  and  circumltanccs  of  the 
eftabliflimcnt,  progicfs,  peifcdion,  de¬ 
cline,  and  fall  of  every  conliderable  king¬ 
dom  in  the  world,  from  the  ear  licit  pe¬ 
riod  to  the  prefent  age.  This  part  may 
lerve,  in  fome  degree,  as  a  compendium 
of  iiniverfal  hiltory. 

“  3.  As  eclipfcs  are  eflential  to  the 
adjuftment  and  determination  of  many 
dates  in  chronology,  I  have  inferted  a 
corre<fl  lift  of  feveral  before  the  Chriftian 
aera,  obferved  by  aftronomci  s,  or  recor¬ 
ded  by  hiftorians,  and  of  A!, L,  from  I. 
A.  D.  to  1900.  Thefe  eclipfcs  were  cal¬ 
culated  with  infinite  labour  by  Mr  Pin- 
gre,  and  publilhed  in  LMrt  de  veiificr 
les  dates.  To  this  catalogue  I  have  pre¬ 
fixed  an  explanation,  containing  fome 
tables,  by  which  the  extent  of  the  pe¬ 
numbra,  and  the  quantity  of  an  cclipfe  in 
any  given  latitude  and  mericbaii,  may  be 
known.  As  the  hiftory  of  the  church  bears 
a  confiderable  proportion  to  tliat  of  the 
world,  1  have  added,  for  the  benefit  ot  tlmfe 
who  would  be  converfant  in  ecclefiafti- 
cal  affairs,  a  chronological  lift  of  coun¬ 
cils,  and  I  have  fixed  the  date  of  every 
council,  the  city  and  provincce  in  winch 
it  Yvas  alfemblcd,  the  perfon  who  prciid- 
t(i,  and  the  chief  lubjeJts  of  debate. — 
Thcl’e  lifts  of  tcliplcs  and  of  cotii’.cils, 
conftitute  the  third  part  ot  the  following 
wmrk. 

“  4,  The  chronoh^gical  taldes  and 
charts  are  contained  in  the  fourth  part, 
atul  may  be  conlideved  as  the  retiilt  of 
all  that  precedes.  They  coiuaicnce  R. 
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C.  2200.  The  lifts  of  Emperor.',  Kinrs, 
and  Pontifis,  defceiul  in  a  parallel  direc¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  years  of  every  reign  may 
be  known  bv  the  means  of  a  iiiargi>i,-«l 
fcale.  I'he  names  of  perfon.s  renowru  d 
m  hiltory  are  infeited;  and  the  duiatiou 
ot  their  refpcctive  lives  is  ln‘^rktd  bv  :i 
line,  whicb,  wlren  applied  to  the  fcalc, 
will  give  the  number  of  years.  On  the 
(lighten  infpection  contcmpvrraries  arc 
obferved;  an  adviiuage  not  to  be  deri¬ 
ved,  in  the  fame  degree,  fr  om  tables  dif¬ 
ferently  confiruefed.  Thefe  labPs  and 
charts  arc  introduced  by  a  circc.mftarr- 
tial  account  of  their  conftrii^ilion  and 
ufe. 

“  5.  To  aid  the  memory  of  ordinary 
readers  of  hiftory,  I  ’nive  colUdfed  .1  t*oii- 
fiderable  number  of  memorable  events 
and  occurrences,  (including  many  .aftro- 
iiomical  obfervations  and  celcllial  piinc- 
nomena),  relating  to  the  feveral  nations 
and  kingdoms  of  the  world,  from  the 
ear litft  ages,  and  have  arrangetl  them  in 
chi-onoiogical  order.  Not  only  the  voar, 
but  frequeru'ly  the  month  and  the  ila\  of 
the  event,  art  fubjoined.  As  theie  have 
been  extraofed,  for  the  ninft  part,  hvrni 
genuine  fources  of  infor.nation,  tin*  daN  s, 

I  picfunie,  will  be  found  to  be  fuirKbni- 
ly  accur-ate* 

“  6.  In  the  appendix  arc  inOrted 
many  tables  J equifite  to  the  illullratiou 
of  feveral  par  ^3  of  the  lyftem.  'i  lie 
titles  of  thefe  tables  arc  asfo'h.w*'. :  i. 
The  yraisof  the  ilegrra,  with  the  cor- 
refpjnding  years  of  t^c  Cliiiftian  aei  i, 
and  the  i*’er»ae  of  (hele  ye.ns  to  A.  1>. 
1900.  2.  Th.e  OI\mpiaJ^>.  with  the 

rrau'es  of  the  victors,  and  of  the  .ii  chona 
of  Athens.  3.  'riic  d'.tlerent  »'<)mput:i:ions 
(jf  the  age  rrfthc  world.  4.  1  he  cl.nr  .Jler  s 
of  the  \rabian  irionrlis.  5.  A  ferics  of 
remarkable  dates  and  epochs,  fi.'  -*i  the 
cre.ation  of  the  wor  ld  to  the  cotnmerice- 
ment  ('f  the  Chriiiian  /‘Kra,  wlllr  } -oofs 
from  the  facred  writings,  aricieiit  i.nlory. 
See.  (}.  Alia  of  1  hehan  Kings,  acct.ul- 
ing  tt)  the  chronicon  ncs.  7, 

l^tol'.my’s  canon  of  the  v^h.ilda;  an,  Per- 
fian,  Grecian  and  Ri^man  Kings,  I'lic 
montliS  of  many  nations  adj idled  to 
thofc  of  the  reformed  Inlian  year.  9. 
i'hc  Jewiili  common  a  ul  cmlxdlirmal 
years  compared.  10.  I'hc  dates  of  many 
remarkable  epochs,  aeras,  and  periods, 
in  the  (rrder  (.f  the  Julian  ^r:^'*hs.  11, 

The  days  of  the  Jnll,.rr  reckoned 

from  J.annary,  and  tliofe  t  tl.  bcyptlaft 
vear  front  Thoth.  12.  d  ue  Nabonaiia* 
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rean  and  Julian  years  compared.  13.  A 
table  of  lunations,  from  one  to  m.oco. 
14.  The  humbrr  of  days,  hours,  and 
fidercal,  folar,  and  Julian  years,  from 
one  to  10,000.  15 •  The  golden  niimb<"r 

from  one  to  40C0.  16.  A  table  fhewing 

the  days  of  the  month  by  the  dominical 
letter.  17.  The  number  of  diie<^ion  for 
finding  Eafter  Sunday,  by  the  golden 
number  and  the  dominical  letter.  18. 
The  dominical  letters  from  K.  C.  4,200  to 
A.  D.  4000,  for  old  and  new  ililes.  19. 
The  Paiclial  limits  from  A.  D.  1583,  to 
A.  D.  1900,  old  and  new  ftiles.  20.  The 
day  of  the  week,  which  aiifwers  to  any 
day  of  the  month.  21.  A  table  of  epa<fts. 
ai.  A  requifite  table  to  that  of  epa^^ts. 
23.  A  table  for  the  reduction  of  parts  of 
the  equator  into  mean  folar  hours,  and 
and  T.  V.  24.  A  table  for  the  reduction 
of  time  into  parts  of  the  equator,  and 
i».  v.  25.  The  limits  of  folar  eclipfes. 
26.  A  table  of  .the  latitudes  of  places, 
and  the  dili'crcnccs  of  meridians.  27. 
The  number  of  lunations  and  decimals 
in  any  given  time.  See.  The  ufe  of  each 
of  thefc  tables  is  Ibown  and  illuftrated. 

“  7.  Lajlhi  As  many  perfons,  cliltin- 
^  guifhed  by  abilities,  natural  or  acquired, 
could  not  find  a  place  in  the  tables  or 
charts,  I  have  annexed  a  copious  biogra¬ 
phical  index,  in  which  the  dates  of  the 
reigns  of  Kings,  and  of  the  Jives  of  re¬ 
markable  men,  are  inferted,  and  concife 
charndleis  of  both  are  occafionaily  gi- 
vcn. 

While  we  acknowledge  fomc  chrono¬ 
logical  improvements  in  this  publication, 
particularly  in  the  hiftorical  part,  which 
is  full,  and  no  defpicable  abllract  of  the 
hiflory  of  eminent  nations,  as  alfo  in  the 
chronological  tables  and  charts,  we  for¬ 
bear  to  enter  into  any  difcuflion  of  the 
points  in  dlfpute  between  Dr  Playfair 
and  other  chronologers,  btcaiife  where 
be  rejects  long  eltabliOjcd  opinions,  and 
adopts  others  not  generally  received,  he 
gives  not  his  rcafons  for  doing  fo.  Thefe, 
however,  he  has  promifed  to  give  in  the 
c\:uTfe  of  fome  chronological  difTcrta- 
tions  which  he  intends  to  puhlifli,  if 
v^hat  is  already  publilhed  Oiall  be  ho¬ 
noured  with  the  public  approbation* 

In  the  reafonings  and  conjectures  of 
the  learned  and  celebrated  chronologers, 
there  appears  here  and  there  a  noble  view 
of  imagination,  which  combines  things 
apparently  the  molt  diftant,  and  -ftrikes 
out  gleams  of  light  by  the  molt  in^cni- 


N  B  U  R  G  H 

ous  cornparifons,  and  iinexpeifted  refc 
fences.  Dr  Playfair  is  not  a  man  of  ge¬ 
nius  ;  he  never  rifqucs  a  conjecture,  or 
dedijcfhon  entirely  new.  He  is  never- 
iheicfs  no  in  judicious  compiler.  The  na- 
ttire  of  his  fubjeCt  required  only  patience, 

lah'rur,  anti  a  plain  undet  Handing. - 

Thefe  Dr  Playfair  appears  to  us  to  p'  f- 
fefs,  and,  aided  by  the  previous  reiear- 
ches  of  more  vigorous  minds,  he  has 
been  able  to  execute  a  fyftem  of  chrono¬ 
logy,  more  iimple  in  its  form,  more  ex¬ 
tec  ft  vc  in  its  plan,  and  better  adapted  to 
p'.omote  the  Itiuly  of  hiitory,  than  any 
that  has  yet-been  prefented  to  the  woiLl. 

Joseph.  In  fve  Book's,  By  A.  M.  Cox. 
izmo.  3j.  Dodlley,  Slecte,  Loudon. 

ftory  upon  which  this  little  vo- 
1  lurne  is  founded  is  well  known  to 
thofe  who  are  in  the  leaft  acquainted 
with  the  hiitory  of  the  Bible,  and  has 
furniOied  one  of  the  writers  of  the  lad 
age  (Mrs  Rowe)  with  materials  for  a 
poem  which  has  long  given  plcafure  to 
thofe  readers  who  delight  in  the  elTu- 
lions  of  a  devotional  fpirit.  In  the  per¬ 
formance  now  before  us,  we  find  tlie 
author  has  wholly  omitted  that  part  (it 
this  interefling  hiftory,  which  preceded 
the  elevation  of  jofeph  at  the  court  (>t 
Pharaoh.  It  opens  at  th^  period  wheit 
the  fons  of  Jacob  are  returning  from 
Egypt  with  the  fupply  of  corn  they  b.id 
purchaled  on  tlieir  hrli  journey  into  that 
country  ;  when  the  detention  of  Simeon 
at  the  court  of  Memphis  afrelh  opens 
thofe  Unices  of  fetrrow  which  had  per¬ 
vaded  the  heart  of  pious  Jacob  upon  the 
fuppofed  death  of  bis  fon  Jofeph.  The 
ftrnggle  between  faith  aiui  nature  upon 
the  departure  of  the  young  Benjamin  to 
Egypt,  to  obtain  the  relcafe  of  his  brother, 
is  not  unhappily  exprefled ;  and  the  dil- 
covery  of  himfelf  to  his  brethren  by  Jo- 
ieph,  as  well  as  his  meeting  wifi*  the 
g(KKl  old  patriarch,  drew  the  author  not 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  paLhetic. 
The  Ryle  of  this  performance 'm  in  m:ii:y 
places  rcprehenfiblc  ;  it  is  wrote  in  a  kind 
of  poetic  profe,  after  the  manner  of  Gef- 
ncr^s  Death  of  Abel,  but  falls  very  Ihort 
of  the  elevation  of  both  fentimeiit  arud 
exprelfion  which  is  fo  confpiemms  in  that 
I  inimitable  writer.  We  Iball  lay  befoic 
our  readers  the  following  pafi'ige,  as  a 
I  fpccinien  of  this  authors  lakntLrde- 
feription. 

I  ;  “  And  rvow  the  fwmpluous  board, 
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crowned  with  the  richeft  viands,  invite 
eav-'h  wclcrjme  gueft  to  talte  the  plen¬ 
teous  fweets. — Though  dry  ilcrility  had 
curftd  the  land,  which  proved  the  grave 
of  feed  prolific,  that  the  careful  hiffhaud- 
man  in  vain  dllfcminated  o’er  the  bar  ren 
e.uth,  yet  for  the  happy  I  rethivn  did 
Egypt  open  her  choiceft  (tores. — Nor 
was  ouglit  wanting  to  reirelh  the  taUe  or 
gratify  the  keenelt  appetite, —'rhere  ge¬ 
nerous  wines  (tlie  piuiiuce  t>f  tiie  lohy 
mountain’s  funny  fide,  wiiofe  blooin-em- 
purpled  cluiters  mixed  with  verdurous 
foliage  form  the  finell  tipeftry,  gay  with 
nature’s  lovelielt  hues,)  in  inalfy  gob¬ 
lets,  foam,  and  fparl:!ing,  gratify  the 
thii  Ity  palate. — 'I'licre,  U)o,  at  every  in¬ 
terval  of  fcllive  mirth  oi  rational  con- 
verfc,  foft  melting  mulic  breathes  in  dul¬ 
cet  fymphoiiles,  and  boats  with  fweel- 
ncfs  inexprellibie  upon  the  gentle  air. — 
Now  the  clear  notes  in  dying  cadence 
fall,  and  thrill  the  foul  with  fuch  I'enfa- 
tions  as  faith  divine  allures  us  dying 
faints  experience,  when  the  meliengers 
of  bhfs  itioth  their  departure  with  the 
heavenly  founds  drawn  from  ciheied! 
harps.  Now  Lire  harmonious  fweli  break  •, 
with  delightful  contrail,  on  the  attentive 
ear,  and  echoes  loudly  through  the  ipa- 
cious  hall.— What  rapturous  wonder  fei- 
zed  the  allonilhed  Ifraelites.  Not  grea¬ 
ter  the  delight  of  Adam,  when  fiifl  he 
heard  the  miiuuelfy  or  heaven  in  nu  lli- 
lluons  harmony  attune  the  praifes  of  Ins 
glorious  creator! — Uiinfed  the  brethren 
to  aught  of  nnilic  but  the  flrepherd’s  art- 
lefsftrains,  which  erft  informed  the  ruf- 
tic  reed,  or  warbling:,  of  the  little  birds, 
when  morn  awakis  the  tuneful  choir,  or 
felting  fun  invites  the  evening  long. — 
Simple  was  t!ic  rcpall  of  thefe  patriaiclis. 
'I'heir  food  the  produce  of  the  fruit Uil 
fields  or  weii-llorcd  paihires. —  t  heir  be¬ 
verage  was  plain.-- A  clear  unrufiled  fpring 
allayed  the  thrill  raifed  by  the  fervid  heat 
or  wholcfoiTie  labour. — No  llately  pillars 
rofe  magnificent  beneath  the  roof  ot  h- 
rael’s  people. —  No  garments,  loaded  with 
the  ufelcfs  ornament  of  art,  encumbered 
their  athletic  limbs.— Alert  and  firong, 
they  bounded  o’er  the  grafiy  plain,  or 
climbed  the  hill  ftupendous.— Strangers 
(till  now)  to  that  luxury  and  greatnefs 
which  poured  their  fafeinating  charms 
around,  thefe  humble  inhabitants  of  the 
low’ly  cottage  gazed  upon  the  fplendid 
feenes  before  them,  and  felt  fenfations 
hard  to  be  deferibed. — Eur.  Mag. 
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(id,  Creech,  Edinburgh. 

r^’IIC  dramatic  performance  we  are 
E  now  tv)  txainiue  is  written,  as  we 
are  informed,  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Logan  of 
Leith.  7'hc  inlelligencc  excited  our  at- 
tenti(>n  and  cuiioilty,  fi^r  we  were  too 
much  plcafed  with  the  bhments  of  the 
Philoli>p]iy  of  Iliilv)ry,  not  tofvnm  very 
coiitiderable  expeetations  from  the  ef- 
torts  of  the  author,  in  whatever  lino  he 
tlio'.ight  proper  to  puifue.  Tragedy,  we 
were  ready  to  exclaim,  has,  for  a  long 
li  ne,  been  difgvaeed  in  the  Engl’.fh  na¬ 
tion,  by  tlie  moft  frigid  elToits,  and  the 
moll  unnatural  and  laborious  language. 
Scarcely  the  finallell  fpecimeu  has  been 
afforded  us  of  what  this  fpecies  of  com- 
politiou  really  is,  except  in  the  ray  of 
I  liglit  which  was  llruck  out  by  the  coun- 
j  try  man  and  brother  of  Mr  Logan,  Home, 
in  his  tragedy  of  nouglau.  It  is  true,  .1 
I  wiiier  may  be  both  a  man  of  fenfe  and  a 
philofopher,  and  yet  be  deflitute  of  foma 
of  the  principal  <pialilicatioTis  of  a  poet', 
but,  we  believe,  that  beridestlns,  ue  dif- 
covered  in  the  Piiilofophy  of  iiillory,  a 
vein  of  imagery  and  iuveiUioH,  and  t!ie 
true  fiamc  of  genius. 

The  v.’orld  is  apt  to  conceive  a  preju¬ 
dice  againft  a  dramatic  compolition  v.  lien 
it  is  firft  prefented  from  rhe  preO ;  efpe- 
ci.iby  if  it  be  ullitrcd  iv)  us  by  a  name  of 
no  uncommon  celebi  ity.  It  is  our  iluty 
therefore  to  ciuleavour  to  remove  this 
prejudice  We  are  told,  that  it  was  of¬ 
fered  to  Mr  Harris  of  Covent  (larden 
theatre,  and  accepted  ;  but  that  a  flop 
j  was  put  to  its  reprefentation  by  an  in- 
1  junv^tion  Lorn  the  chambci Iain’s  olTice, 
on  account  of  the  allufions  it  was  iuppof- 
L'd  to  craitain  to  the  pr.litics  oi  the  pre- 
fent  time.  We  cannot  boaft  of  penetra¬ 
tion  enough  to  dlfcovcr  thefe  allulions. 
There  is,  however,  a  pafl'age  of  fome 
freedom  upon  the  fuhjedt  of  government, 
which  w'e  (hall  prefenlly  have  occalion  to 
mention. 

The  following  verfes  from  the  pro¬ 
logue  will  give  our  readers  fome  idea  of 
the  author’s  pretenfions. 

A  namelefs  youth  beheld,  with  noble 
rage. 

One  fubjeift,  ftill  a  (Irangcr  to  the  ftage; 
A  name  tkui* i  <worJhipp'd  in  the  Britj/b 
jphere  ! 
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r.iir  Liberty  ;  the  Godekfs  of  the  Ifle, 

Who  blcHes  England  witli  a  guardian 
fiiiile/’ 

For  our  parts  \ye  arc  friends  to  a  noble 
and  daring  fpirit  of  adventure  ;  it  is  par- 
tieoiarly  tlie  very  foul  of  poetry,  and  the  j 
tirit  and  nioft  indifpenriblc  quality  of  the  | 
leivant  of  the  Mufes.'  Hut  we  do  not  j 
CTitirely  comprehend  what  fubjed  the  j 
antlDr  would  be  undorftood  to  mean  to 
be  j  jlrun^^er  to  tue  ftags.  Grammatical 
conl'truefion  requires  that  he  Ihould 
mean  liberty  ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  a 
jirauger.  It  makes  the  principal  fubjed 
of  the  Cato  of  Add i fun  ;  and  has  been 
brought  forward  by  Voltaire  iu  his  biutus 
and  his  Death  of  Ccelar  ;  to  omit  a 
crowd  of  lefs  illuitrious  examples. 
There  is  yet  another  fenfe  in  which  the 
fubje‘tt  of  the  tragedy  of  Kunnamedc  is 
liot  u  fir ciK^er  to  tie  fiage. 

The  ftories  which  form  the  moil  (frik- 
ing  exemplification  of  moral  or  political 
heroifm,  the  death  of  Socrates,  or  the 
cataRrophe  of  Cato,  though  iiicxpreflibly 
beautiful  and  engaging  in  themfelvcs,  are  ' 
by  no  means  culcuiated  to  fucceed  upon  ' 
the  theatre.  This  has  been  imputed  to 
I  the  neceRity  of  i  -trodiicing  the  paflion  of 
love  in  order  to  make  a  tragedy  interelt- 
ing.  I'at  ihi  '.  is  by  no  means  the  cafe. 
The  tragedies  of  Shakefpeare  among  our- 
felves,  and  the  Atbansy  tne  Merope,  and 
the  Orp  eiln  rle  la  Chine,  of  the  ^'rench 
theatre,  has  been  fuccefsful  without  this 
ifublidiary.  I  reality  nothing  more  is  re- 
qinlite  than  an  everd  full  of  anxiety  and  j 
uncertainty,  and  fubjed  to  the  greateft  | 
and  mod  unexpeded  changes  of  fortune. 
Addifon  f.'und  the  inability  of  fupport- 
ing  a  reprefentarion  of  five  ads  merely  by 
the  patriotifm  of  Cato,  and  has  endea- 
voined  to  piece  out  his  (lory  with  the 
moh  inlipid  and  wretched  love-feenes 
that  evp»*  were  exhibited.  iMr  Logan  has 
alfo  tound  theneceflity  of  recurring  to  the 
aid  of  an  under  plot.  The  undvr  plot  is 
boM  ovvt  d  from  the  ^increfie  of  Voltaire. 

It  was  this  circuniftance  to  which  we 
alluded,  when  we  obferved  that  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  Runnamede  w  as  in  more  than 
one  refped  not  a  ftranger  to  the  Rage. 
We  arc  by  no  means  over  partial  to 
poetical  tranfl'ation  ;  and  to  a  tranfiation 
for  the  theatre,  there  is  one  more  objec-  i 
tir.n  than  to  the  other  compofitions  of 
the  fame  fpecies.  But  this  is  not  the  on¬ 
ly  qneftien  that  is  iiow*  before  us.  V/e  1 
complain  of  Mr  Logan,  not  merely  for 


having  left  the  track  of  invention  for  that 
of  imitation,  but  we  muft  likewife  cen- 
fure  him  for  his  (ilence  rcfpcding  the 
fource  from  which  the  principal  part  of 
his  performance  was  derived. 

The  tragedy  of  Tancredt,  and  the  per¬ 
formance  before  us,  fo  far  coincide  in 
their  principal  outliiie,  that  we  appre¬ 
hend  tile  bell;  way  to  decide  upon  the 
merit  of  the  latter,  is  by  tracing  a  kind 
of  parallel  between  them.  And  to  ren¬ 
der  w  hat  w  e  fu all  fay  upon  this  head  the 
more  intelligible,  we  iliall  prefent  the 
reader  with  the  following  lilt  of  coire- 
fpondent  perfonages.  ^Jnmrede,  Elvine; 
Orba[jun,  Arden ;  Argire,  Albemarle; 
Aidanwn,  Edgar  ;  Amenaide,  Elvina. 
We  may  add,  though  they  do  not  appear 
upon  the  ftage,  the/vA/ar,  and  the  dau¬ 
phin.  riic  flory  of  the  'Tuncrede  is  this. 

Syracufe,  at  the  comnuncerrient  of  the 
eleventh  century,  was  torn  by  the*  molt 
violent  fadions.  The  re/l  of  Sicily  was 
almoft  entirely  pofiTeHed  by  the  emperors 
of  the  well,  and  the  defeendants  of  Ma¬ 
homet.  The  Saracens  even  threatened 
the  capital  itfelf.  In  thefe  circumliances 
a  compromife  was  effeded  between  Or- 
balFan,  the  head  of  the  fuccefsful  fadioii, 
and  Argire,  w'ho  fome  years  before  had 
been  driven  from  Syracufe.  One  of  the 
coinlitions  is  the  marriage  of  Orbairan 
w'ith  Amenaide,  the  daughter  of  Argue. 
Amenaide,  during  the  banillmient  of  her 
lather,  had  been  conveyed  by  her  mother 
to  Conllantinople,  where  Ihe  had  Ixen 
addrdleu  by  the  fultan,  and  by  Tan- 
credc,  a  young  lord  of  French  extraction, 
wmofe  anceftors  had  fettled  in  Syracufe, 
but  had  been  expelled  from  thence  by 
the  jealoufy  of  the  rival  fadions.  By  the 
latter  her  affedions  had  been  gained  ; 
and  w’hen  Amenaide  fets  out  on  her  voy¬ 
age  for  Syracufe.  Tancrtde  follows  her 
I  as  far  as  Medina.  Urged  on  all  hands  to 
I  the  detefted  marriage,  die  addredes  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Tancrede,  w'hich  it  w^as  necelTary 
to  tranfmit  through  the  camp  of  the  Sa 
racens,  and  w’hich  for  greater  fecurity 
die  had  left  W’ithout  a  fuperfeription. 
This  letter  is  intercepted  by  the  Syracu- 
fans;  and  as  the  fultan  publicly  fought 
Amenaide  in  marriage  no  doubt  was 
entertained  that  the  invitation  it  held  out 
to  enter  the  city  |w’as  addreded  to  him. 
Amenaide,  by  the  mod  generous  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  w’elfare  of  Tancrede,  and  the 
mod  unexampled  intrepidity,  carefully 
conceals  his  concern  in  the  aft'air.  She  is 
therefore  condemned  to  die  as  a  traitor 


WEEKLY  MAGAZINE. 


to  tlie  (late.  At  this  moment  Tancrede 
arrives  in  difguile,  and  receives  the  me¬ 
lancholy  account  of  her  criminal  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  fultan.  Notwith- 
Itanding  her  infidelity,  he  generouHy  re- 
folves  to  enter  the  lifts  in  her  favour,  and 
to  a[’peal  to  what  was  in  thole  ages  Itiled 
the  judgment  of  God.  lie  kills  O;  b.ill'an 
in  tingle  combat  ;  and  having  done  fo,  lie 
haitens  to  lead  the  Hyracufans  to  battle,  j 
that  he  might  at  once  levenge  himfclf 
upon  the  fuitan,  and  pul  an  end  to  an  e\if- 
tcnce  that  ’was  now  rendered  niifeiable  | 
by  the  inconftancy  of  Anienaide.  in  I 
both  thefe  defigns  he  fucceecs,  and  is 
brought  back  to  Syracufe  mortally  1 
wounded.  Before  he  expires  his  miftrefs  j 
appears,  and  he  is  at  once  convinced  of  | 
her  conltancy,  and  informed  of  the  fatal  j 
miltake  that  occalioned  his  calafln'piie. 

The  tragedy  of  Ruiinamede  is  not  a 
mere  tianflation  cf  the  Tanciede.  It  has 
variations  in  the  circumfi.inecs,  and  vari- 
ations  in  the  condu<it  cf  the  fi:or>.  Wc  j 
will  fpcak  of  the  molt  confidcrable  under  | 
each  of  thefe  heads  in  its  turn.  i 

One  of  the  molt  confpicuous  is  the  ! 
conned! ion  that  is  formed  between  the  | 
love-tale  we  have  related,  and  the  contdi 
of  the  barons  with  King  John  ;  a  con- 
nesfiion  jult  as  mud:  founded  in  ti  nth  and 
nature  as  if  the  author  had  united  It 
W'ith  the  flight  of  Mahomet  to  Me  dina, 
or  his  thirty  thoufand  conferences  with 
God.  But,  befide  tiic  helerogtneenjfnefs 
of  the  different  parts  of  the  plot,  the 
dioice  Mr  Logan  has  made  has  fubjeded 
him  to  many  otherdifadvantages.  Anie¬ 
naide  might  be  addrcli'ed  in  Conflanti- 
nople  by  lancrtde  and  the  fultan,  with¬ 
out  her  father  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
matter,  or  corjeduring  which  was  the 
happy  lover.  But  the  amours  of  Klvine 
and  Elvina  had  been  been  carried  on  un¬ 
der  the  immediate  eye  of  Albemarle,  and 
ire  was  peifeC:tly  acquainted  with  their 
mutual  partiality.  When  the  match  of 
Arden  is  firft  prnpofed  to  her,  he  per¬ 
ceives  her  reludance,  and  is  informed  of 
the  caufe.  It  is  not,  therefore,  very  na¬ 
tural  that  he  lliould  believe  her  billet  to 
be  addrcffcJ  to  the  dauphin,  whom  it 
does  not  appear  fhe  had  ever  feen,  and 
not  for  a  moment  fufpeCt  that  its  object 
was  Elvine. 

A  further  variation  of  Mr  Logan  is 
founded  on  the  perception  of  a  real  blc- 
inifb  in  tire  tragedy  of  V'oltaire.  Ame- 
naide  is  a  heroine,  but  her  cliarader  is 
iiailh,  unrelenting,  and  unamiablc.  Vol- 
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tairc  feems  fcnrcGy  ever  to  have  concei¬ 
ved,  and  ('tiler  inftanees  might  be  addu¬ 
ced  in  fupport  of  this  idea,  of  that  iniicm 
of  fortitude  and  foftnefs  which  gives  the 
molt  beautiful  dleet  to  a  female  charac¬ 
ter.  The  treatment  whieli  Anitiiaide 
gives  to  her  father,  who  is  much  kfs  cul¬ 
pable  than  the  Albemarle  of  the  Eiiglilfi 
p’ay,  is  ungraceUil,  Ihccking,  and  crimi¬ 
nal.  ."he  ib  ever  calling  upon  him  the 
melt  bitter  reproaclies,  without  almidl 
irernife  iting  the  liiadovv  ol  rennirle  \  never 
in  tl'.e  Iniall'ql  inllaiice  does  ihe  give  way 
to  his  authority,  nor  in  nr.e  mument  »>f 
an\i«. '^y  and  tiiMieis  eloes  ihe  rememrci* 
or  exprefs  tendginefs  for  him.  The  ra¬ 
vage  temper  of  ilmeuaulc  is  proptil/ 
fofteneel  and  mrltrti  down  in  Ivl?  Log.m’s 
Elvina.  But  i>/  ducit  culpne 

Ji  caret  nrte,  Tvli  f.ogin  has  run  into  an 
extreme  diuVtly  (‘ppofite  to  tiiat  of  his 
natter.  Vultaiie  has  been  appreheiilivc 
of  dctratling  from  the  refolution  of  his 
heroine  by  htHo  wine:  upon  hi  r  one  fv'iieli 
of  huniauity.  Mr  Eog.in,  warned  bv  t’re 
error  ofVoitairc,  III-  been  afra’d  ..f  ...vir.g 
too  much  ricroii'm  to  El.ma,  leil  ihe 
fnoiHd  eeafe  t<»  be  a  wtun  u’.  he  has 
therefore  lepiefer red  lier  as  iguoraat  wf 
the  mifiake  upon  vvlheli  lieT  eondem'*a- 
lion  is  foiindicd,  and  the  crime  ibi  wldcni 
ilie  is  to  die.  U'e  defe'iibe  this  aN  a  iic- 
viatioii  from  Voltahe.  '1  !iat  writer, 
however,  wlio  ufuaily  excel-  all  the  dra- 
niaiitls  that  ever  exilted  m  judicious  con¬ 
trivance  and  jell  de  theatre,  f.as  n(*t  ex- 
prelied  tliis  circunilLmce  with  jieuecf 
elearnefs.  But  upon  a  eloic  coirgariiou 
of  various  pad.ages,  we  are  decii'K  t'dy  of 
opinion,  that  he  me.int  to  he  uiuler flood 
as  we  have  reprefented  him. 

Another  varialion  cf  the  antlun*  of 
Uunnamede  is  nearly  conneO'led  with  tiiat 
we  iiave  iait  mentioned.  As  Mr  Logan 
did  not  cb.ufc  that  Elvina  ihould  know 
the  genuine  Itate  of  the  aceufation  agaiull 
licr,  he  has  alfo  thought  proper  to  extend 
this  ignorance  to  Elvine.  This  is  highly 
imjnubable  and  ahfurd.  The  intelligence 
of  Elvine  is  colleCfed  from  common  re¬ 
port.  Common  report  m.ull  neeellhrily 
have  been  founded  upon  ti;e  indic'tment 
exhibited  by  her  judges,  and  yet  he  fnp- 
pofes  tlie  billet  to  have  been  addriflcd 
not  to  the  dauphin,  but  to  himfclf.  Ex- 
clufive  of  the  injiidicioufnefs  of  thik*  cir- 
cnmfiance,  it  has  an  extremely  ill  rfkdf 
upon  the  condm^f  of  the  drama.  Inllead 
of  racking  the  fpe«5lator  with  continual 
an.\iety,  and  building  o.nc  difTiculty  upoii 
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another,  till  they  appear  to  be  almoft  in- 
fupciablc,  which  is  tiie  buliuefs  of  a  good 
tragedy,  the  llory  of  Elviiie  and  Elvina 
appears  to  be  terminated  at  the  clofc  of 
the  third  ac(.  The  fourth  is  almolt  en¬ 
tirely  taken  up  with  the  feene  between 
King  John  and  his  barons ;  and  it  is  only 
in  the  tail  of  it  that  the  mifunderhanding 
is  created  by  Albemarle’s  airuriiig  Elvine, 
ih.it  the  billet  upon  which  his  millrds 
had  been  condemned,  was  addrelkd  to 
the  dauphin.  By  this  means  too,  a  very 
imecjual  Ihare  of  bulinels  is  lefcrved  for 
the  lifth  Ati ;  and  inftead  of  the  padions 
being  agitated,  and  our  hopes  and  tears 
excited  by  turns,  all  is  huddled  together 
in  au  indidin wt  and  iiiextric.ible  conrution. 

Mr  Logan’s  laft  variation  from  the 
plot  of  his  predecelTor,  is  in  making  the 
ftory  terminate  happily.  There  is  a 
clafs  of  tragic  writers,  among  whom  the 
authc^r  of  Runnamede  has  enlifted  him- 
fclf,  whofe  difpofition  fetms  to  be  made 
up  of  the  m:lk  of  human  kindnefs.  Alter 
having  torn  the  brealls  of  their  fpedtators 
with  a  thoufaitd  anxious  feelings ;  after  ha¬ 
ving  alternately  awakened  their  terroi  and 
their  pity,  and  bedewed  a  thoufand  fair 
cheeVis  vv'ith  the  moldurc  of  humanity, 
they  cannot  find  it  in  their  hearts  to  fend 
tliern  away  ihconfolable,  fearing,  per- 
!  that  in  the  moriient  of  defolation 

they  might  be  teiiipled  to  put  a  period 
to  ilieir  txllience.  Accordingly  Mr  F.o- 
yan,  .after  having  fo  extremely  agitated 
as  during  the  whole  couifc  ofhisp.r- 
form.ance,  kii.dly  difmifles  us  at  laft  with 
a  reconciliation  aikl  a  wedding. 

So  iniicii  for  the  plot  of  this  tragedy. 
ReTpea^ting  the  condiu^t  of  it  we  fliall  be 
biiettr.  The  re.uler  of  difeernment  will 
have  already  collcded  many  difadvanta- 
ges,  from  what  wc  h.ave  hinted.  Vol- 
t.iire  is  the  dramatic  writer  that  has  moft 
excelled  in  the  conduct  of  his  dramas, 
.md  that  in  the  largeft  fenfc  of  the  ex- 
preliion.  The  haijon  d<>s  feenes 
preferved  by  him  perfed  and  entire. 
There  are  no  omilbons  ;  there  is  no 
abruptnefs.  Every  event  is  carefully  pre¬ 
pared.  All  thofe  little  circumflances 
are  alliduouny  enlarged  upon,  and  hap¬ 
pily  elucidated,  which  at  all  afTedf  the 
progrefs  of  the  ftory.  An  imitator  of 
Voltaire  ought  certainly  not  to  have  la- 
crificed  one  of  his  charaderiftic  excel¬ 
lencies  :  And  yet  we  fcarcely  ever  faw  a 
tragedy,  the  feenes  of  which  were  more 
broken  and  decrufuesy  thetranfitions  more 
abrupt,  and* the  principal  events  more 
pnhappily  conncdlcd. 
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With  refpeeft  to  the  ftlle  of  this  tra* 
gedy,  we  have  fomew'hat  to  praife,  and 
fomewhat  to  blame.  It  is,  indetd,  very 
unequal.  And  there  runs  through  the 
whole  a  fpecics  of  redundancy  and  nia- 
plihcation,  which  is  very  difguftful. — 
But  let  not  the  readier  imagine  from  what 
we  ha'^e  faid,  that  the  performance  is 
without  its  beauties.  It  has  pallage^ 
higlily  dramatic  and  poctic.al,  often  ori¬ 
ginal,  and  fometimes  aftoiiiihingly  fu- 
blime.  E. 

Treatise  on  the  Immutability  of 
Mor  ;  l  Truth.  By  Catharine  Mac¬ 
aulay  Graham.  8x>o.  6  j.  Diliy,  Lou¬ 
don. 

rllE  author  of  this  treatife  complains, 
in  a  preface,  of  the  growth  of  feep- 
ticifm,  and  of  the  prevalence  of  fenfu.il 
over  intelle^lual  enjoyment.  “  Thepiin- 
ciples  of  a  rational  belief  in  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  an  all-perfc»5t  and  omnipotent 
Being,  the  pradice  of  virtue  in  this  lite, 
and  the  hopes  of  a  more  enlarged  and  a 
more  permanent  ftate  of  happinefs  in  .1 
life  to  come,  are  fo  congenial  to  the  na¬ 
tural  ambition  of  man,  and  fo  nccefiaiy 
to  produce  any  fettled  contentment  of 
mind  on  this  tide  of  the  grave,  that  the 
conlideration  of  thefe  truths  produced  in 
the  author’s  mind  a  belief  that  fume  cau- 
fes,  more  powtu  ful  than  mere  depravity  of 
will,  had  aded  to  the  general  perverfion 
of  human  fentim.cnt.”  This  train  of 
thought  is  ingenious  and  phi!oft>phic.i!. 
The  mind  really  believes  wh.it  it  wiilies 
to  be  true  ;  and  the  will  has  a  mighty 
influence  on  the  dccilions  of  the  judgment. 
The  comforts  of  religion  are  fo  great, 
that  it  is  indeed  matter  of  wondei  tliat 
religious  fcepticlfm  Ihouldbefo  prevalent. 

“  A  more  accurate  fiirvey  of  the  fub- 
jed,”  fays  Mrs  Graham  (this  for  brevity, 
Macaulayhc\x\^2i\ox\%  word)  “  induced  an 
opinion,  that  the  decline  of  rational  reli¬ 
gion  had  been  efteded  by  the  concurrent 
I  operation  of  fuperftition  and  libertinifm.” 
— What  ?  “  I'he  decline  of  religion  tf- 
feded  by  libertinifm  ?”  That  is,  the  de¬ 
cline  of  religion  is  eflfeded  by  itfelf;  fur 
the  decline  of  religion  and  the  progrefs  of 
j  libertinifm  are  the  fame. 

I  “  Thefe  baneful  principles,’’  by  which 
I  are  under ftood  fuperftition  and  liberti¬ 
nifm,  the  author  thinks,  “  have  received 
!  their  fupport  from  that  deviation  from 
the  true  fource  of  moral  differences  which 
have  been  made  by  the  late  moral  writers; 
'  fome  h.aving  fixed  the  principles  of  moral 
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virtue  in  mere  human  fcntiment  on  the 
fubjed  of  utility,  whilft  otiicrs  h.ive  taught 
that  moral  obligations  are  not  founded  on 
the  real  diti’erence  of  things,  but  take 
their  rife  from  the  laws  of  God,  as  they 
arc  found  in  his  revealed  will,  or  as  they 
are  imprefied  on  the  confciences  of  liis  1 
rational  creatures. Mrs  Graham  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  inform  the  reader,  that  in 
this  treatife  ihe  has  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  the  power  of  God  is  omnipo¬ 
tent,  and  that  his  works  and  commands 
are  founded,  not  in  mere  will,  but  in 
rigliteoufuefs.  She  adds,  that  in  reading 
Dr  Clarke,  “  whofe  excellent  difeourfes 
were  put  into  her  hands  after  her  treatife 
was  written,  that  this  very  eminent  di¬ 
vine  preaches  exactly  the  fame  dodrine.” 
But  in  treating  on  the  liberty  of  man. 
Dr  Clarke,”  Ihe  obferves,  “  feems  on¬ 
ly  defirous  of  freeing  human  agency  from 
every  degree  of  phylical  necelhty,  but 
that  moral  ncceffity  which  arifes  from 
the  diffates  of  the  underftanding,  or  the 
impulfe  of  irrcgulated  patiions,  he  ac¬ 
knowledges  in  as  extenfive  a  latitude  as 
they  are  fet  fortli  in  this  treatife  :  and, 
indeed,  the  great  and  only  difficulty 
which  feems  to  lie  on  the  queftion,  arifes 
from  the  intricate  nature  of  the  difference 
between  natural  liberty  and  moral  ne- 
ceffity  ;  the  one  implying  a  practical  li¬ 
berty,  and  the  other  a  reftraint  on  that 
praiftical  liberty  exiftingin  certain  caufes, 
independent  of  the  agmt,  which  induces 
a  ffate  of  mind  inimical  to  the  giving  rife 
to  thofe  motions  which  are  neceff'ary  to 
the  producing  volitions  which  accord 
with  the  line  of  duty,  and  the  di(ffates  of 
a  well-informed  underftanding,  caufes 
which,  on  an  accurate  inveftigation,  will 
be  found  entirely  to  cxift  either  in  an  ig¬ 
norance  of  onr  rational  intereft,  or  in  an 
ignorance  of  the  mechanifm  of  the  human 
mind,  and  the  proper  method  of  eifei- 
plining  it  ;  and  as  thefe  caufes  can  never 
be  removed  but  by  the  knowdedge  acqui- 
red  by  an  early  education,  or  by  an  expe¬ 
rience  painfnliy  and  attentively  gained, 
the  obfervations  made  in  the  fourth 
chapter  of  this  treatife,  on  tlic  doeffrine 
of  a  philofophical  or  a  moral  neceffity, 
may  be  found  advantageous  to  the  free¬ 
ing  natural  libetty  from  a  great  part  of 
that  moral  neceffity  which  has  hitherto 
produced  the  commiffion  of  much  evil.*' 
From  this  account  of  Mrs  Graham’s 
preface,  the  reader  will  receive  an  idea, 
and  a  kind  of  foretafte  of  her  book. — He- 
ligion  decreaws  .ind  r.bcrtlnifm  increafes. 


This  is  owing  not  merdy  to  the  denra- 
vity  of  the  human  will,  but  to  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  H'.itchinron  of  Glafgow,  llu'ne, 
who  left  tlie  ioniidation  of  moral 
obligation  on  ientirnent,  utility,  or  tuc 
expi cib  laws  of  Goil,  DrClarkr,  Invhtvl, 
had  Ihewn  that  the  ways  and  the  laws  oi 
God  are  founded  on  rigliteoufuefs.  Itut 
certam  ddliculties  arile  concerning  that 
practical  li[>erty  which  is  conteiukd  for 
on  the  one  i)art,  and  the  reftraint  which, 
in  certain  cafes,  fcenii  to  be  impofed  on 
thatp:a^ticaU;iK!rly  theother.  VVhde, 
Iherefore,  Mrs  Graham  eo-ojHTates  witli 
Dr  Clarke,  Dr  King,  ar.d  other  philofo- 
phers,  in  eftahlilhing  the  inmuitabiliry  of 
moral  truth,  Ihe  endeavours  with  Loekr, 
with  Hartley,  with  IVielUey,  and  IM- 
wards,  to  free  the  natural  liberty  of  inau 
from  a  great  part  of  that  moral  neceffiiy 
which  has  in  all  ages  proved  fo  ftrong  a 
temptation  to  vice  and  folly.  Mrs  Cli  aham 
appears  on  this  important  ground  rather 
in  thechara<‘lerofacO'adiutor,or  fectmil, 
than  in  that  of  one  primarily  and  origi¬ 
nally  engaged.  Tile  d o(ftrl IK'S  and  aigr.- 
ments  of  other  mctaphylici.ms,  Ihe  not 
nnfrequer.tly  places  in  new  points  of 
view,  and  illnftrates  by  fimihes  and  alln- 
lions  that,  to  minds  congenial  with  her 
own,  may  infinuate  ahUra^^ed  truth  wit!\ 
cafe  and  with  advantage.  It  is  but  fel- 
dom,  however,  that  a  mind  habituated 
to  theological  and  pnonmatiral  *vud  moral 
fubjeds,  will  find  cither  new  information 
or  agreeable  entertainment.  The  theo¬ 
ries  Ihe  maintains  have  been  advanced 
long  ago  by  others  ;  and  tiiough  vei  / 
extenlive  learning  and  a  vigorous  imagi¬ 
nation  have  furnilhed  this  lady  with  a 
copioufnefs  of  ideas,  that,  under  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  tafte  and  a  talent  for  wri¬ 
ting,  might  have  affordcil  a  very  enter¬ 
taining  compolition,  yet  it  is  nothing  but 
the  molt  lincere  defne  of  inftruetion  that 
can  induce  the  reader  to  go  through  tl  • 
performance  before  ns.  Mrs  Ciraharn 
makes  frequent  ufe  of  terms  and  [  .hrafjs, 
uncouth,  exotic,  and  iindelined  in  their 
meaning.  Her  ftyle  is  tedious,  and  em- 
barraff'ed.  She  is  too  much  tanployed  in 
apparatus,  and  makes  too  longciiesitj 
befor  e  Ihe  enters  into  the  paths  in  wl^ic^^ 
it  is  her  objedt  to  tread.  Aitlrough,  upou 
a  near  and  dole  infpedion  of  her  fentr- 
merits,  we  can  difeover  a  dear  and  maf- 
culine  mind,  yet  fo  iinfkilful  is  tliis  au- 
tiior  in  the  art  of  writing,  f)  little  ait^*n- 
tive  to  that  aiTangernent  and  pcrfpicintv 
which  are  ncceffhry  in  metaph’ lie.il,  a 
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bove  all  other  fubjefts,  anJ  fo  ftudious 
to  overload  her  argument  with  a  fuper- 
fluity  of  matter,  that,  at  firft  glance,  we 
are  inclined  to  fufpeit  a  confulion  of  un¬ 
der  it  an  ding,  as  well  as  a  deficiency  in 
point  of  tafte. 

To  render  abftra(5lcdfubje(5ts  entertain¬ 
ing  and  palatable,  requires  the  utmoft 
addrefs  and  ikill  in  compoiition.  I'he 
pureft  and  mod:  nnmixed  exercife  of  rea- 
fun  is  lound  in  the  invciligations  of  geo¬ 
metry.  Here  there  is  nothing  to  amufe 
the  fancy,  or  intereil  the  paflions.  But 
the  clofenefs  of  the  reafoning,  the  con- 
clufivencfs  of  the  deductions,  the  various 
foi  'ms  of  argumentation  employed  in  de- 
monftrating  various  truths;  thcfecircum- 
ftances  diflfufe  fuch  a  charm  over  the  ab- 
llraCt  walks  of  the  mathematician,  that  he 
purfues  them  with  freih  delight.  It  is 
the  fame  kind  of  ingenious  procefs  that 
gives  a  charm  to  the  writings  of  the  more 
acute  metaphyficians,  of  Defcartes,  Stil- 
lingfieet,  Chillingworth,  Locke,  Berkley, 
and  llume.  When  we  mention  this  lad 
writer,  we  refer  not  to  his  Eflays,  but  to 
his  Tieatife  on  Human  Undcrllanding, 
publilhed  in  17,^9.  In  his  Elfays,  he  has 
continued  to  fix  the  attention  of  the 
reader  by  another  fpecics  of  art :  while 
he  has  taken  care  to  keep  light  of  the 
thread  of  his  argument,  he  has  mixed 
the  fublimity  of  mctaphylics  with  the  fa¬ 
miliarity  of  common  life. — Both  thefc 
kinds  of  allurement  arc  wanting  in  the 
performance^ before  ns,  which,  though 
denominated  a  Treatife^t  might,  with 
greater  propriety,  be  ililcd  “  Obferva- 
lions  on  difierent  theological  Writers.’’ 

On  the  whole,howcver,altlio’  the  llricl- 
nefs  of  criticifm  obliges  us  to  remark, that 
Mrs  Macaulay  is  neither  an  original,  nor 
an  elegant,  nor  even  clear  writer  ;  yet  fhe 
fleferves  praife  on  the  following  ac¬ 
counts:  her  doidrines  and  views  arc  all 
on  the  fide  of  virtue,  liberty,  dignity,  and 
true  happinefs  of  man.  Her  reading  is 
extenfive  ;  her  penetration  great;  and  Ihe 
has,  particularly,  Ihewn  how  well  Hie 
nnderftands  what  ford  Bacon  calls  the 
Georgies  of  the  mind  :  it  is  enough  to 
demonfti'ate  our  obligations  to  be  virtu¬ 
ous  ;  it  is  of  equal  importance  to  teach 
us  ho^v  we  may  be  lb.  The  following  is 
a  proof  and  example  of  what  we  have 
iull  now  obferved  coiicerning  the  author. 
‘‘  If,  fays  (he,  vice  was  always  confidered 
as  a  quality  of  lb  degrading  a  nature,  as 
to  demand  the  conimifei'ation  of  every 
humane  mind  in  a  fup degree  to 


any  natural  defc(5t  or  evil,  it  would,  from 
that  dverfion  which  we  have  for  pity, 
when  we  confider  it  as  united  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  contempt,  be  more  avoid¬ 
ed  than  ficknefs  or  deformity  of  body,  if 
health,  beauty,  ficknefs,  and  deformity 
of  body  w'crc  among  the  objc(fts  of 
our  choice.  And  thus,  inftead  of  anxi- 
ouHv  enquiring  after  the  corporal  healtn 
of  our  friends,  wc  fliould  preferve  our 
anxiety  for  the  Itate  of  their  mental 
conftitution  ;  and  inftcad  of  the  common 
compliment,  of,  how  is  the  ftate  of  your 
health  in  the  corporal  fenfe  ?  we  Ihould 
adopt  the  more  friendly  and  fignificant 
ph  rafes  of,  is  all  well  vvithin  ?  how  (land 
the  alfe<51ions  to-day  ?  are  the  volitions  of 
the  right  cad  ?  Thus  fuch  fentiments  of 
pious  charity,  were  they  generally  en¬ 
couraged  and  generally  adopted,  would 
become  a  ftronger  coercive  principle  for 
the  enforcement  of  virtuous  eledions, 
than  thofe  fainflions  of  rewards  and  pu- 
nifliments  which  exifi:  in  the  prefent 
interefted  refentrnents  of  human  fenti- 
ment.”  Eur. 

An  Experimental  Hijlory  of  the  Materf/i 
M  EDICA,  or,  of  the  Natural  and  Artifi¬ 
cial  Subjlances  ufed  in  Medicine ^  Csfr. — 
By  William  Lewis,  B,  F,  R,  S. — 
H^ith  numerous  Additions  and  Correc- 
tionsf  by  John  Aikin,  4^0. 

R  Lewis’s  Hiftory  of  the  Materia 
Medina  has  long  been  efteemed  the 
moft  valuable  work  upon  that  fubjedt  in 
the  Englifh  language  ;  but  a  confiderablc 
time  having  elapfed  fincc  his  laft  publica¬ 
tion,  Mr  Aikin  has  added  fuch  correc¬ 
tions  as  later  improvements  in  natural 
hiltoiy  and  medicine  have  produced,  and 
which  the  learned  author  hiinfelf,  had  he 
been  living,  would  undoubtedly  have 
made.  To  every  vegetable  article,  Mr 
Aikin  has  fubjoined  the  Linnam  name. 
He  has  corre<5(ed  all  the  references  to  the 
Edinburgh  Difpenfatory,  by  the  laft  edi¬ 
tion  of  that  work  ;  he  has  added  fevcral 
new  articles,  which  have  been  recom¬ 
mended  upon  apparently  fuflicient 
grounds  in  various  publication,  both  fo¬ 
reign  and  domeltic;  but  at  the  fame 
time  has  not  thought  it  allowable  to  omit 
any  thing,  though  the  ftate  of  medical 
theory  has  undergone  conlidcrable  chan¬ 
ges  lince  the  author  wT(fte  ;  fo  that  the 
prefent  publication  is  (till,  in  every  ref- 
fpe^^t.  Dr  Lewis’s  entire  work,  to  which 
Mr  Aikin  has  made  many  very  valuable 
additions.  Weft.  Mag< 


